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OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT

P1624 · Volkswagen

autoveteran.tech · 22 Oct 2026

General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 1

VOLKSWAGEN · POWERTRAIN

P1624
OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC)

P1624 · Volkswagen

MIL Request Signal Active
P1624 on Volkswagen vehicles means the engine control module (ECM)
has detected that the malfunction indicator lamp (MIL) request signal is
active, which is a communication flag indicating another module or the
ECM itself is requesting the check engine light to be turned on. The
computer has seen a signal that says 'turn on the warning light' but the
underlying fault that triggered the request is stored elsewhere, so P1624
is a messenger code rather than the root cause.

SYSTEM

Powertrain

CODE TYPE

Volkswagen
specific

SEVERITY

Low

FIX DIFFICULTY

Intermediate

AREA

Computer and
output circuits

Symptoms you may notice

• Check engine light (MIL) is illuminated on the dashboard, often with no other warning lamps.

• Often no symptoms besides the warning light, and the vehicle may drive completely normally.

• Intermittent illumination of the MIL that comes and goes with no pattern.

• Possible rough running or reduced power if the underlying fault affects engine operation.

• Other warning lights may appear if the request originates from a different control module.

• The engine may enter limp mode in rare cases when the ECM cannot confirm the request source.

Common causes, most likely first

1 A stored fault in another control module (such as the transmission, ABS, or airbag) that requests MIL
illumination via the CAN bus.

2 Faulty or corroded wiring in the CAN bus network between the ECM and other modules, causing a false MIL
request signal.

3 A failing ECM that incorrectly interprets or generates the MIL request signal internally.

4 Low battery voltage or poor grounds that disrupt module communication and trigger spurious MIL requests.

5 Aftermarket electronic accessories (alarms, audio, or piggyback tuners) interfering with the CAN bus signal.

6 A software glitch in the ECM that requires a software update or adaptation reset.

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/volkswagen-p1624/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/volkswagen-p1624/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 2

How to diagnose and fix it

1 Connect a Volkswagen-compatible scan tool and read all fault codes in every control module, not just the
engine, to find the module that originated the MIL request.

2 Check the battery voltage and condition, and verify clean, tight grounds at the engine and chassis, as low
voltage is a common trigger.

3 Inspect the CAN bus wiring and connectors at the ECM and other modules for corrosion, chafing, or loose
pins.

4 Disconnect any aftermarket electronic accessories and clear the code to see if the MIL request disappears.

5 Perform a full vehicle scan and address any underlying fault codes in other modules before replacing the
ECM.

6 If no other faults are present, check for technical service bulletins (TSBs) or software updates for the ECM.

7 As a last resort, replace and reprogram the ECM only after confirming all other possibilities are eliminated.

P1624 is rarely the real problem

• P1624 is a secondary code that points to a MIL request from another module, so replacing the ECM without
scanning all modules often leads to a misdiagnosis and a repeat failure.

• A weak battery or poor ground connection can cause the ECM to misinterpret CAN bus messages and set
P1624 even when all modules are healthy.

• Aftermarket alarms or audio equipment tapped into the CAN bus can inject noise that mimics a MIL request
signal, so always check for non-factory wiring first.

• On some Volkswagen models, a software bug in the ECM causes a false P1624 that is fixed by a dealer
software update rather than any hardware repair.

• The code does not always mean the MIL circuit itself is faulty; the MIL request signal is a data message, not a
direct wire to the bulb.

Can I keep driving with P1624?

You can generally continue driving if the only symptom is the warning light and the car runs normally, but avoid

long trips or heavy loads until the underlying cause is found. If the engine runs poorly or other warning lights

appear, have the vehicle checked promptly.

Tools that help

• Volkswagen-compatible OBD-II scan tool with full module access

• Digital multimeter for voltage and continuity checks

• CAN bus breakout box or oscilloscope for signal testing

• Battery load tester

• Trim removal tools for accessing module connectors

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 3

Reading P1624

P Powertrain: engine, transmission and emissions.

1 Manufacturer-specific code (Volkswagen): its meaning depends on the make.

6 Computer and output circuits.

24 The exact fault within that area.

Often seen with

P1621 Engine Coolant Temperature Signal Short To Ground  ·  P1622 Engine Coolant Temperature Signal
Range Performance  ·  P1623 Data Bus Powertrain No Communication  ·  P1622 Electrohydraulic Shut-Off
Actuator Y11  ·  P1621 Immobilizer System Fault  ·  P1622 Immobilizer System Fault  ·  P1623 Immobilizer
System Fault  ·  P1621 PCM Memory Error  ·  P1622 Cylinder Select  ·  P1623 Transmission Temp Pull-Up
Resistor  ·  P1622 MAP Cooling Control Circuit Electrical  ·  P1623 Pedal Position Sensor Potentiometer Supply  · 
P0600 Serial Communication Link Malfunction  ·  U0100 Lost Communication With ECM/PCM A

See it working

Watch the animated explainer How the PCV System Works: Crankcase Ventilation on Auto Veteran to see the
parts involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations: https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/volkswagen-p1624/

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/how-things-work/how-the-pcv-system-works-crankcase-ventilation/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/volkswagen-p1624/

