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OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT

P1505 · Volkswagen

autoveteran.tech · 22 Oct 2026

General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 1

VOLKSWAGEN · POWERTRAIN

P1505
OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC)

P1505 · Volkswagen

Closed Throttle Position Does Not Close
Open Circuit
P1505 on Volkswagen vehicles means the engine control module has
detected an open circuit in the closed throttle position switch circuit, so it
cannot confirm the throttle is fully closed. The computer expects a specific
voltage or continuity signal when the accelerator pedal is released, and
that signal is missing or out of range.

SYSTEM

Powertrain

CODE TYPE

Volkswagen
specific

SEVERITY

Medium

FIX DIFFICULTY

Intermediate

AREA

Vehicle speed,
idle control and
auxiliary inputs

Symptoms you may notice

• Often no symptoms besides the warning light, especially if the fault is intermittent

• A slightly high or erratic idle because the engine computer cannot confirm closed throttle

• Hesitation or a small stumble when lifting off the accelerator

• Poor fuel economy if the computer defaults to a non-closed-throttle strategy

• In some cases, a stored code with no drivability complaint at all

Common causes, most likely first

1 Broken or chafed wire in the closed throttle position switch circuit, commonly at the throttle body connector

2 Corroded or loose electrical connector pins at the throttle body or engine control module

3 Failed closed throttle position switch inside the throttle body assembly

4 Throttle body mechanical wear or carbon buildup preventing the switch from closing

5 Faulty engine control module, though this is rare and should be the last suspect

6 Aftermarket or incorrectly adjusted throttle body replacement not matching the original switch logic

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/volkswagen-p1505/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/volkswagen-p1505/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/volkswagen-p1505/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 2

How to diagnose and fix it

1 Scan all modules and record freeze-frame data to confirm when the open circuit was detected

2 Visually inspect the throttle body connector and wiring harness for chafing, corrosion, or loose pins

3 Measure resistance and continuity across the closed throttle position switch circuit with a multimeter while
cycling the throttle

4 Check the switch signal at the engine control module connector to rule out a harness fault between the throttle
body and the module

5 Clean the throttle body and perform a throttle body adaptation or basic setting with a scan tool

6 Replace the throttle body assembly if the switch is internal and proven faulty

7 Clear the code and verify the repair by monitoring closed throttle status in live data during a road test

Why the throttle body gets replaced too soon

• A dirty throttle body often causes the closed throttle switch to stay off its contact, setting P1505 without any
wiring fault at all, so cleaning and adaptation frequently fixes it.

• Technicians who replace the throttle body before checking continuity at the module connector sometimes miss
a chafed wire in the harness, and the code returns immediately after the new part is fitted.

• On some Volkswagen models the closed throttle position signal is shared with the accelerator pedal switch
circuit, so a pedal sensor fault can masquerade as a throttle body problem.

• An aftermarket throttle body may not communicate the closed throttle signal in the same way as the original
unit, causing a repeat P1505 even though the new part is not defective.

• The code can be stored intermittently by a loose battery terminal or low voltage event that momentarily drops
the switch signal, so check charging system health before condemning parts.

Can I keep driving with P1505?

You can usually drive the car, but avoid prolonged idling and be alert for a high or unstable idle that could

affect braking and creeping in traffic. Have the fault diagnosed soon, because a confirmed closed throttle

signal is needed for correct fuel cut and idle control.

Tools that help

• OBD-II scan tool with live data and basic settings capability

• Digital multimeter with back-probing pins

• Wiring diagram for the specific Volkswagen model

• Torx and hex bit socket set for throttle body removal

• Throttle body cleaner and lint-free shop towels

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 3

Reading P1505

P Powertrain: engine, transmission and emissions.

1 Manufacturer-specific code (Volkswagen): its meaning depends on the make.

5 Vehicle speed, idle control and auxiliary inputs.

05 The exact fault within that area.

Often seen with

P1506 Closed Throttle Position Switch Does Not Open Short To Groun  ·  P1507 Idle System Learned Value
Lower Limit Attained  ·  P1545 Throttle Position Control Malfunction  ·  P1507 Idle Control System Malfunction Fail
Safe  ·  P1506 Idle Air Control Valve Opening Coil Voltage High  ·  P1507 Idle Air Control Valve Closing Coil
Voltage Low  ·  P1545 A/C Clutch Relay Control Circuit  ·  P1506 Idle Air Control Over Speed Error  ·  P1507 Idle
Air Control Under Speed Error  ·  P1545 A/C Clutch Relay Control Circuit  ·  P1506 Idle Speed Control Valve
Open Solenoid Control Circuit Signa  ·  P1507 Idle Speed Control Valve Open Solenoid Control Circuit Signa  · 
P1545 Pedal Position Sensor  ·  P0121 Throttle Position Sensor A Circuit Range/Performance  ·  P0122 Throttle
Position Sensor A Circuit Low Input

See it working

Watch the animated explainer How a Car Clutch Works: Diaphragm Clutch Cutaway on Auto Veteran to see
the parts involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations: https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/volkswagen-p1505/

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/how-things-work/how-a-car-clutch-works-diaphragm-clutch-cutaway/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/volkswagen-p1505/

