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OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT

P1443 · Volkswagen

autoveteran.tech · 21 Oct 2026

General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 1

VOLKSWAGEN · POWERTRAIN

P1443
OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC)

P1443 · Volkswagen

EGR Valve Position Sensor Signal Too Low
P1443 on a Volkswagen means the engine control module has detected a
signal voltage from the exhaust gas recirculation (EGR) valve position
sensor that is lower than the expected range for the current operating
conditions. The sensor normally reports the valve's pintle position as a
voltage between roughly 0.5 and 4.5 volts, and a sustained reading below
the calibrated minimum triggers this code.

SYSTEM

Powertrain

CODE TYPE

Volkswagen
specific

SEVERITY

Medium

FIX DIFFICULTY

Intermediate

AREA

Auxiliary emission
controls

Symptoms you may notice

• Illumination of the check engine light, often with no other noticeable symptoms

• Rough idle or stumbling when the engine is cold

• Slight hesitation or surge during light acceleration

• Increased nitrogen oxide emissions that may cause a failed emissions test

• In rare cases, a brief misfire or lean condition if the EGR valve sticks open

Common causes, most likely first

1 Carbon buildup on the EGR valve pintle or sensor plunger causing the sensor to read artificially low

2 Failed EGR valve position sensor (internal wear or contamination)

3 Damaged or corroded wiring harness connector at the EGR valve

4 Open or shorted signal circuit between the EGR sensor and the engine control module

5 Failed EGR valve vacuum diaphragm or stuck valve actuator preventing proper movement

6 Faulty engine control module (rare, but possible if all other checks pass)

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/volkswagen-p1443/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/volkswagen-p1443/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 2

How to diagnose and fix it

1 Connect a scan tool and read live data for the EGR position sensor voltage while commanding the valve open
and closed with the key on, engine off

2 Visually inspect the EGR valve connector and harness for corrosion, chafing, or loose pins, and repair as
needed

3 Remove the EGR valve and clean carbon deposits from the pintle and sensor bore using approved carbon
cleaner

4 Backprobe the sensor signal wire at the valve and at the engine control module to check for continuity and
excessive voltage drop

5 Compare the sensor voltage with a known-good value or substitute a known-good EGR valve to confirm the
sensor is at fault

6 Replace the EGR valve assembly if the sensor is integral and cleaning does not restore a normal voltage
sweep

7 Clear the fault memory, perform a road test, and verify that the code does not return

Carbon buildup often mimics a failed sensor

• A sticking EGR valve pintle from carbon deposits is the most common cause of a low sensor signal on
Volkswagen engines, so cleaning the valve often resolves the code without parts replacement.

• The EGR position sensor on many Volkswagen models is not sold separately from the valve assembly, so
technicians should confirm the sensor is faulty before replacing the entire unit.

• A low signal voltage can also be caused by a poor ground connection at the EGR valve mounting surface,
which is frequently overlooked during diagnosis.

• This code does not always mean the EGR valve is stuck closed; a sensor that reads low can still allow the
valve to move, so live data verification is essential.

• On some Volkswagen engines, a faulty mass airflow sensor or vacuum leak can alter EGR flow and indirectly
set a low position sensor signal, so related systems should be checked.

Can I keep driving with P1443?

The vehicle is generally safe to drive with this code because the EGR system is emissions-related and does

not affect engine safety, but avoid long-term driving without repair to prevent increased emissions and potential

rough running. Have the fault diagnosed promptly, especially if you notice drivability symptoms or need to pass

an emissions inspection.

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 3

Tools that help

• OBD-II scan tool with live data capability

• Digital multimeter

• Hand tools for EGR valve removal

• Carbon cleaner and shop rags

• Vacuum pump (for testing EGR valve operation)

Reading P1443

P Powertrain: engine, transmission and emissions.

1 Manufacturer-specific code (Volkswagen): its meaning depends on the make.

4 Auxiliary emission controls.

43 The exact fault within that area.

Often seen with

P1442 EGR Valve Position Sensor Signal Too High  ·  P1444 EGR Valve Position Sensor Range Performance  · 
P1442 Fuel Level Sensor Circuit Range Performance  ·  P1444 Canister Purge Volume Control Solenoid Valve  · 
P1444 EVAP Purge Flow Sensor Circuit Low Voltage  ·  P1442 EVAP Vacuum Switch High Voltage During
Ignition On  ·  P1442 Secondary Air Injection System Monitor Circuit High Voltage  ·  P1444 Purge Flow Sensor
Circuit Input Low  ·  P1442 EVAP Vacuum Switch High Voltage During Ignition On  ·  P1442 Leakage Diagnostic
Pump Control Circuit Signal Low  ·  P1444 Diagnostic Module Tank Leakage DM-TL Pump Control Open Circu  · 
P0401 EGR Flow Insufficient Detected  ·  P0402 EGR Flow Excessive Detected  ·  P0403 EGR Circuit Malfunction

See it working

Watch the animated explainer Four-Stroke Engine Cutaway: Intake to Exhaust on Auto Veteran to see the
parts involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations: https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/volkswagen-p1443/

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/how-things-work/four-stroke-engine-cutaway-intake-to-exhaust/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/volkswagen-p1443/

