AUTO P1350 - Volkswagen

OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT autoveteran.tech - 21 Oct 2026

VOLKSWAGEN - POWERTRAIN

Ignition Coil Power Output Stage 3 Open

P 1 3 5 O P1350 on Volkswagen vehicles means the engine control module (ECM)

has detected an open circuit in the power output stage for ignition coil 3,
OEE-] REACNRSIIE MROUELE CRBIE (P1E) which is the final transistor inside the ECM that switches ground to that
coil. The ECM commands the coil to fire but sees no current flow or
feedback, so it flags the circuit as open and may disable that cylinder's
ignition to protect the catalytic converter.

SYSTEM CODE TYPE SEVERITY FIX DIFFICULTY AREA
Powertrain Volkswagen Intermediate Ignition system
specific and misfire

Symptoms you may notice

Check engine light illuminated, often with no other noticeable symptoms at first
Rough idle or misfire felt as a shake or stumble, especially when cold
Noticeable loss of power and poor acceleration under load

Engine may enter limp mode with reduced performance

Occasional backfire or popping from the exhaust

Increased fuel consumption due to unburned fuel

Common causes, most likely first

Failed ignition coil 3 (open primary winding or internal connection)

Open or damaged wiring between the ECM and ignition coil 3 connector
Corroded or loose electrical connector at ignition coil 3

Failed output stage transistor inside the ECM (internal open circuit)
Faulty ignition coil harness ground or power supply connection

Damaged engine wiring harness from heat, chafing, or rodent damage

I How to diagnose and fix it

Scan all modules and record freeze-frame data to confirm P1350 is active and not intermittent

Visually inspect ignition coil 3, its connector, and the wiring harness for damage or corrosion
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3 Swap ignition coil 3 with a known-good coil from another cylinder and see if the misfire moves

4 Measure resistance of the primary and secondary windings of coil 3 and compare to specifications
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Check for battery voltage and ground at the coil 3 connector with the key on, then inspect the control wire for
continuity to the ECM
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If wiring and coil test good, test the ECM output stage with an oscilloscope or substitute a known-good”ECM
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7 Repair or replace the faulty component (coil, wiring, connector, or ECM) and clear codes to verify the ffeg@{y g
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What a P1350 Really Tells You About Coil 3

A P1350 can be set by a completely failed coil, but it also appears when the coil's primary circuit is open only
intermittently, so always wiggle-test the harness while watching live misfire data.

Many technicians replace the ignition coil first, but on Volkswagen engines the output stage inside the ECM
fails just as often, especially if the coil has already been replaced once.

The ECM may disable the injector for cylinder 3 when this code is active, so a no-start or dead-cylinder
complaint can be caused by the code itself rather than a separate fuel fault.

Corrosion inside the coil connector pins is a common hidden cause that a simple visual inspection misses;
always back-probe the connector under load.

This code is often stored alongside misfire codes for cylinder 3, but the presence of P1350 means the ECM
has already identified the circuit as the problem, not just the combustion event.

Can | keep driving with P1350?

You can usually drive the vehicle short distances to a repair shop, but avoid heavy acceleration or sustained
high speeds because unburned fuel can overheat and damage the catalytic converter. If the engine is running
very rough or lacks power, stop driving and have it towed.

Tools that help

OBD-II scan tool with live data and misfire counters
Digital multimeter

Oscilloscope (for ECM output stage testing)

Basic hand tools and socket set

Wiring diagram for the specific Volkswagen model

Reading P1350

P Powertrain: engine, transmission and emissions.

1 Manufacturer-specific code (Volkswagen): its meaning depends on the make.
3 Ignition system and misfire.

50 The exact fault within that area.

Often seen with

P1351 VVT Sensor Range Performance Problem Bank 2 - P1351 Injection Sensor Circuit - P1352 Needle Lift
Sensor - P1351 Ignition Diagnostic Monitor Signal Lost To PCM Or Out Of Ran - P1352 Ignition Coil A Primary
Circuit - P1351 Ignition Control Circuit Voltage High - P1352 IC Output High Pulse Detected When Grounded
Cyl 2 - P1351 Ignition Diagnostic Monitor Circuit Input Fault - P1352 Ignition Coil A Primary Circuit Fault -
P1351 IC Circuit High Voltage - P1352 IC Output High Pulse Detected When Grounded Cyl 2 - P1351 Misfire

O

Cylinder 5 With Fuel Cut-off - P1352 Misfire During Start Cylinder 6 - P0O300 Random/Multiple Cylinderﬁiifire%
Detected - P0303 Cylinder 3 Misfire Detected - P0353 Ignition Coil C Primary/Secondary Circuit Malfuhﬂ@}(i)on =
N
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See it working

Watch the animated explainer
parts involved moving.

on Auto Veteran to see the
Full guide, related articles and animations:
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