AUTO P1342 - Volkswagen

OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT autoveteran.tech - 22 Oct 2026

VOLKSWAGEN - POWERTRAIN

Ignition Coil Power Output State 1 Short To

P1342 o+

This code means the engine control module (ECM) has detected a short
to battery positive voltage on the power output circuit for ignition coil state
1, which is the control wire for one coil or coil group. The ECM commands
the coil to fire by pulling that wire low, but it sees the circuit stuck at or
near battery voltage when it should be switching.

OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC)

SYSTEM CODE TYPE SEVERITY FIX DIFFICULTY AREA
Powertrain Volkswagen Intermediate Ignition system
specific and misfire

Symptoms you may notice
Often no symptoms besides the warning light, especially if the short is intermittent or affects a coil that still fires
under most conditions
A noticeable engine misfire or rough idle if the affected coil stops firing
Loss of power and poor fuel economy while the misfire is active
A flashing check engine light if the misfire is severe enough to damage the catalytic converter

Slightly rough running or hesitation under load that comes and goes with temperature or vibration

Common causes, most likely first

Chafed or pinched coil control wire shorting to a nearby battery-positive wire in the engine harness
Internal short to power inside the ignition coil itself, pulling the control circuit high

Corroded or water-intruded connector at the coil or at the ECM, bridging the control pin to a power pin
Faulty ECM driver for that coil output, holding the circuit at battery voltage

Aftermarket alarm, remote starter or accessory wiring tapped into the coil harness and shorting to power

Damaged harness from a previous repair, rodent chewing or engine movement wearing through insulation
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How to diagnose and fix it

Clear the code and test-drive to confirm it returns, then check freeze-frame data to see whether the fault was
present at idle or under load

Inspect the coil connector and the harness near the coil for chafing, corrosion or signs of a previous repair,
and wiggle-test the harness while watching live misfire counters

Disconnect the coil and measure resistance from the control wire to battery positive with the key off; any
continuity below a few ohms confirms a short to B+

Isolate the circuit by unplugging the ECM and rechecking for continuity to power, which separates a harness
short from an internal ECM fault

Check for aftermarket wiring or accessories tapped into the coil circuit and remove or repair any non-factory
connections

Repair the harness section with a proper splice and heat-shrink, or replace the affected coil if the short is
internal to it

After repair, clear codes, run a full drive cycle and verify the misfire counters stay at zero and the code does
not reset

What a short to B+ really means here
A short to B+ does not mean the coil is dead; the ECM is reporting that the control wire is being held at battery
voltage, which can come from the harness, a connector or the coil itself.

Technicians often replace the coil first and the code returns because the actual short is a chafed wire a few
inches back in the loom where it rubs on the engine cover or a bracket.

An intermittent short that only appears when the engine is hot or vibrating will not show on a cold static
resistance test, so wiggle-testing the harness while monitoring misfire data is essential.

Aftermarket remote starters and alarm installers frequently tap the coil power circuit, and a poor splice there
can set this code long after the accessory was installed.

If the short persists with the coil disconnected and the ECM unplugged, the fault is in the harness; if it
disappears with the ECM unplugged, suspect the ECM driver itself.

Can | keep driving with P1342?
You can drive carefully to a repair shop if the engine runs smoothly and the light is steady, but avoid hard

acceleration and long trips. If the check engine light is flashing or the engine misfires badly, stop driving
because raw fuel can overheat and destroy the catalytic converter.
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Tools that help

OBD-Il scan tool with live misfire and freeze-frame data

Digital multimeter with continuity and resistance functions
Back-probe pins and a wiring diagram for the ignition coil circuit
Insulated pick and terminal release tools for connector repair

Heat-shrink tubing and soldering equipment for harness repair

| Reading P1342

P Powertrain: engine, transmission and emissions.

1 Manufacturer-specific code (Volkswagen): its meaning depends on the make.
3 Ignition system and misfire.

42 The exact fault within that area.

I Often seen with

P1343 Ignition Coil Output Stage 2 Short To Ground - P1343 Misfire Cylinder 1 With Fuel Cut-off - P1344
Misfire During Start Cylinder 2 - P0300 Random/Multiple Cylinder Misfire Detected - P0301 Cylinder 1 Misfire
Detected - P0351 Ignition Coil A Primary/Secondary Circuit Malfunction

See it working

Watch the animated explainer on Auto Veteran to see the

parts involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations:

AU?O

'S Pr,
(o)
X

S

o
N2

)
Osan 3

General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 3


https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/how-things-work/four-stroke-engine-cutaway-intake-to-exhaust/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/volkswagen-p1342/

