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AUTO VETERAN
OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT

U0536

autoveteran.tech · 21 Oct 2026

General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 1

GENERIC · NETWORK

U0536
OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC)

U0536

Invalid Data Received From Lateral
Acceleration Sensor Module
U0536 is a network communication code indicating that a control module
expecting data from the lateral acceleration sensor module received a
message that failed its internal validity check. The lateral acceleration
sensor measures sideways g-forces and feeds that data over the
vehicle's communication bus to systems such as stability control, and the
receiving module flagged the content as corrupt or out of range rather
than missing entirely.

SYSTEM

Network

CODE TYPE

Generic (all
makes)

SEVERITY

Medium

FIX DIFFICULTY

Intermediate

AREA

Network
communication

Symptoms you may notice

• Stability control (ESC) or traction control warning light illuminated on the dashboard

• Anti-lock brake (ABS) warning light on, sometimes accompanied by a chime

• Traction control or stability assist disabled, with a message such as 'Stability Control Off'

• Vehicle may default to a reduced-power or limp mode in some applications

• Often no symptoms besides the warning light, with normal braking and handling

• Intermittent warning light that clears and returns, especially after bumps or temperature swings

Common causes, most likely first

1 Corroded, loose, or damaged connector pins at the lateral acceleration sensor module

2 Chafed or open wiring in the sensor circuit, often near a seat, sill, or underbody routing

3 Failing lateral acceleration sensor module producing erratic or out-of-range data

4 Low or unstable battery voltage causing the sensor module to broadcast invalid frames

5 Water intrusion into the sensor module or its connector causing signal corruption

6 A software or calibration issue in the receiving module misinterpreting valid sensor data

7 A faulty ground shared by the sensor module and other chassis electronics

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/u0536/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/u0536/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/u0536/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 2

How to diagnose and fix it

1 Scan all modules for stored and pending codes, and record freeze-frame data before clearing anything

2 Inspect the lateral acceleration sensor connector and harness for corrosion, water, and chafing

3 Check battery voltage and charging system output, and load-test the battery

4 Verify power, ground, and communication bus voltage at the sensor module connector

5 Perform a wiggle test on the harness while watching live sensor data for dropouts

6 Recalibrate the lateral acceleration sensor with a scan tool if the module is functional

7 Replace the lateral acceleration sensor module and clear codes, then verify communication

Why U0536 is often a wiring fault

• U0536 means the receiving module got a message from the lateral acceleration sensor but judged the data
invalid, so a missing or dead sensor usually sets a different communication code instead.

• The lateral acceleration sensor is frequently mounted under a front seat or on the center tunnel, where spilled
drinks, floor mat moisture, and seat-track movement damage connectors and wiring.

• A weak battery or failing alternator can cause the sensor module to broadcast corrupt frames, so voltage
checks belong before any part replacement.

• Replacing the sensor without recalibrating it on a scan tool often leaves the code returning because the new
module's zero point is not learned.

• Aftermarket accessories tapped into the same bus or ground circuit can introduce noise that the receiving
module flags as invalid data.

Can I keep driving with U0536?

The vehicle remains safe to drive in most cases because the stability control system simply disables itself, but

avoid aggressive cornering, towing, or slippery conditions until the fault is repaired. If the warning light is

accompanied by reduced power or brake warning lights, have the vehicle inspected promptly.

Tools that help

• OBD-II scan tool with manufacturer-level module access and live data

• Digital multimeter for voltage, ground, and bus checks

• Wiring diagram for the lateral acceleration sensor circuit

• Trim removal tools to access under-seat and center tunnel connectors

• Contact cleaner and dielectric grease for connector service

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 3

Reading U0536

U Network: communication between the vehicle's control modules.

0 Generic (SAE) code: it means the same thing on every OBD-II vehicle.

5 Network communication.

36 The exact fault within that area.

Often seen with

C0050 Right Rear Wheel Speed Sensor Circuit Malfunction  ·  C0110 ABS Pump Motor Circuit Malfunction  · 
U0100 Lost Communication With ECM/PCM A  ·  U0122 Lost Communication With Vehicle Dynamics Control
Module  ·  U0415 Invalid Data Received From Anti-Lock Brake System Control Mo

See it working

Watch the animated explainer How an Elevator Works: Traction Lift in X-Ray on Auto Veteran to see the parts
involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations: https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/u0536/

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/how-things-work/how-an-elevator-works-traction-lift-in-x-ray/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/u0536/

