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OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT

U0160

autoveteran.tech · 22 Oct 2026

General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 1

GENERIC · NETWORK

U0160
OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC)

U0160

Lost Communication With Audible Alert
Control Module
U0160 is a network communication code indicating that one or more
control modules on the vehicle's Controller Area Network (CAN) bus have
stopped receiving messages from the Audible Alert Control Module,
which is the module responsible for generating chimes, buzzers, and
warning tones. The computer detects this fault when the expected
periodic CAN messages from that module are missing for a calibrated
time period, often because the module has lost power, ground, or its
network connection.

SYSTEM

Network

CODE TYPE

Generic (all
makes)

SEVERITY

Low

FIX DIFFICULTY

Intermediate

AREA

Lost
communication
with a control
module

Symptoms you may notice

• Audible warnings such as seatbelt chimes, door-ajar buzzers, or parking sensor beeps stop working entirely.

• A chime may sound continuously or at random intervals instead of the normal pattern.

• The warning light for the audible alert system or a general network communication fault illuminates on the
dashboard.

• Other unrelated modules may show communication codes because the missing module can disrupt bus traffic.

• Often no symptoms besides the warning light, especially if the vehicle does not rely heavily on audible alerts.

• In some vehicles, the infotainment or driver information center may display a message about a system fault.

Common causes, most likely first

1 Failed or internally shorted Audible Alert Control Module.

2 Blown fuse or corroded power/ground connection supplying the audible alert module.

3 Damaged or disconnected CAN bus wiring at the module connector or along the harness.

4 Water intrusion or corrosion in the module connector or mounting area.

5 Low battery voltage or a weak charging system causing modules to drop offline intermittently.

6 A faulty gateway module or CAN bus termination resistor that disrupts communication for multiple modules.

7 Aftermarket accessories improperly tapped into the CAN bus wiring near the audible alert module.

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/u0160/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/u0160/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/u0160/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 2

How to diagnose and fix it

1 Verify battery voltage and charging system output; a weak battery can cause intermittent communication
codes.

2 Check all fuses that supply the audible alert control module and inspect the module connector for corrosion or
loose pins.

3 Use a scan tool to confirm U0160 is current and check for other communication codes that might point to a
shared bus fault.

4 Perform a voltage drop test on the module's power and ground circuits while the module is connected and
active.

5 Inspect the CAN bus wiring between the audible alert module and the nearest splice or gateway for opens,
chafing, or water damage.

6 If power, ground, and wiring are good, substitute a known-good module or perform a module swap to confirm
the fault.

7 After repair, clear codes and verify that the audible alert module communicates and that chimes function
correctly.

Why the chime module goes silent

• A dead audible alert module often causes no drivability problem, so many drivers ignore the code until a safety
chime fails during an inspection.

• The module is frequently located behind the instrument cluster or under the dash, where a leaking windshield
or clogged sunroof drain can corrode its connector.

• U0160 can be set by a completely different module that is dragging the CAN bus low, so always check for
other U-codes before condemning the audible alert module.

• Some vehicles use the body control module to generate chimes, and the audible alert module may only be a
speaker driver; a fault in the body control module can set U0160 indirectly.

• After replacing the module, some vehicles require a configuration or initialization procedure with a factory-level
scan tool to restore chime operation.

Can I keep driving with U0160?

The vehicle remains safe to drive because the audible alert module does not affect steering, braking, or engine

operation, but you should not ignore the code indefinitely. Avoid relying on chimes for safety warnings and

have the fault diagnosed soon, especially if other communication codes appear.

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 3

Tools that help

• OBD-II scan tool with CAN bus communication capability

• Digital multimeter for voltage and resistance checks

• Wiring diagram for the audible alert module circuits

• Trim removal tools to access the module

• Test light or logic probe for quick circuit verification

Reading U0160

U Network: communication between the vehicle's control modules.

0 Generic (SAE) code: it means the same thing on every OBD-II vehicle.

1 Lost communication with a control module.

60 The exact fault within that area.

Often seen with

U0100 Lost Communication With ECM/PCM A  ·  U0121 Lost Communication With Anti-Lock Brake System
(ABS) Control  ·  U0140 Lost Communication With Instrument Panel Cluster  ·  U0155 Lost Communication With
Body Control Module  ·  U0164 Lost Communication With HVAC Control Module

See it working

Watch the animated explainer How Misfire Detection Works: Crankshaft Speed on Auto Veteran to see the
parts involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations: https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/u0160/

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/how-things-work/how-misfire-detection-works-crankshaft-speed/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/u0160/

