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OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT

U0139

autoveteran.tech · 22 Oct 2026

General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 1

GENERIC · NETWORK

U0139
OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC)

U0139

Lost Communication with Active Roll
Control Module
U0139 is a communication fault where the primary control module has
lost contact with the Active Roll Control Module over the vehicle's
Controller Area Network (CAN) data bus. The computer has detected that
the module is not responding to periodic status messages, which
prevents the system from commanding the hydraulic or electric actuators
that reduce body roll during cornering.

SYSTEM

Network

CODE TYPE

Generic (all
makes)

SEVERITY

Medium

FIX DIFFICULTY

Intermediate

AREA

Lost
communication
with a control
module

Symptoms you may notice

• The stability control or traction control warning light illuminates steadily on the dashboard.

• A message such as 'Active Roll Control Unavailable' or 'Service Suspension System' appears in the driver
information center.

• The vehicle may feel more prone to body lean or understeer during cornering because the roll control system
is disabled.

• The ride may become firmer or harsher over uneven surfaces if the system defaults to a fixed damping mode.

• Often no symptoms besides the warning light, especially if the failure is intermittent or only affects
communication at key-on.

• Other unrelated warning lights may appear if the lost module shares a bus segment with other controllers.

Common causes, most likely first

1 A weak or failing battery or poor battery terminal connection causing low voltage to the Active Roll Control
Module.

2 Corroded, loose, or damaged electrical connectors at the Active Roll Control Module or its inline harness
connectors.

3 A broken, chafed, or shorted wire in the CAN bus circuit between the primary control module and the Active
Roll Control Module.

4 A failed Active Roll Control Module due to internal electronic fault or water intrusion.

5 A blown fuse or faulty relay that supplies power to the Active Roll Control Module.

6 A fault in another module on the same CAN bus segment that is disrupting communication for all modules.

7 Aftermarket accessories or poor previous repairs that have disturbed the CAN bus wiring.

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/u0139/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/u0139/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/u0139/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 2

How to diagnose and fix it

1 Perform a battery and charging system test to confirm stable voltage, and clean and tighten battery terminals
as needed.

2 Use a scan tool to read all modules and record any other communication codes, then clear codes and verify
whether U0139 returns immediately.

3 Visually inspect the Active Roll Control Module connectors and harness for corrosion, loose pins, or damage,
and check the module's power and ground circuits with a multimeter.

4 Check the fuse and relay that supply power to the Active Roll Control Module, replacing any blown fuse or
faulty relay after confirming no short to ground.

5 Measure CAN bus resistance and voltage at the Active Roll Control Module connector to verify bus integrity,
and repair any open or shorted wiring.

6 If wiring and power are confirmed good, substitute a known-good Active Roll Control Module or perform a
module swap test to see if communication is restored.

7 After repair, clear codes and perform a road test to confirm the Active Roll Control Module communicates and
the system operates correctly.

Why the roll control module goes silent

• A low or failing battery is a common cause of U0139 because the Active Roll Control Module may drop offline
during engine cranking, setting a communication code without any hard fault in the module itself.

• The code does not always mean the Active Roll Control Module is defective; a single chafed CAN wire or a
corroded connector pin can interrupt communication while the module remains fully functional.

• Technicians sometimes replace the Active Roll Control Module only to find the real fault is a failed power relay
or a blown fuse that also feeds other modules on the same circuit.

• If other modules on the same CAN bus are also setting communication codes, the fault is likely a shared bus
wiring issue rather than the Active Roll Control Module alone.

• Aftermarket alarms, remote starters, or phone chargers plugged into the diagnostic port can disturb CAN bus
voltage and cause intermittent U0139 without any physical damage.

Can I keep driving with U0139?

You can usually drive the vehicle with U0139 because the Active Roll Control system defaults to a passive

mode, but handling will be less controlled in corners and emergency maneuvers. Avoid aggressive driving,

towing, or heavy loads until the fault is repaired, and have the system diagnosed promptly if the warning light is

accompanied by other stability control warnings.

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 3

Tools that help

• OBD-II scan tool with bidirectional communication and live data capability

• Digital multimeter with CAN bus measurement functions

• Wiring diagram for the specific vehicle's Active Roll Control circuit

• Socket set and trim removal tools for accessing module connectors

• Battery load tester and charging system tester

Reading U0139

U Network: communication between the vehicle's control modules.

0 Generic (SAE) code: it means the same thing on every OBD-II vehicle.

1 Lost communication with a control module.

39 The exact fault within that area.

Often seen with

C0050 Right Rear Wheel Speed Sensor Circuit Malfunction  ·  U0100 Lost Communication With ECM/PCM A  · 
U0121 Lost Communication With Anti-Lock Brake System (ABS) Control  ·  U0122 Lost Communication With
Vehicle Dynamics Control Module  ·  U0140 Lost Communication With Instrument Panel Cluster

See it working

Watch the animated explainer How Airbags Work: A 50 km/h Crash in Slow Motion on Auto Veteran to see the
parts involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations: https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/u0139/

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/how-things-work/how-airbags-work-a-50-kmh-crash-in-slow-motion/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/u0139/

