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OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT

U0018

autoveteran.tech · 22 Oct 2026

General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 1

GENERIC · NETWORK

U0018
OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC)

U0018

Medium Speed CAN Communication Bus
(shorted to Bus)
U0018 is a generic network code indicating that the medium-speed
Controller Area Network (CAN) data bus has been detected as shorted to
the bus itself, meaning the CAN High and CAN Low lines are electrically
bridged together. The computer or gateway module monitors the
differential voltage between these two wires and sets this code when the
expected signal separation collapses, preventing normal communication
between modules on that bus segment.

SYSTEM

Network

CODE TYPE

Generic (all
makes)

SEVERITY

Medium

FIX DIFFICULTY

Professional

AREA

Network wiring
and bus faults

Symptoms you may notice

• Multiple warning lights illuminated across the dashboard, often including the anti-lock brake, airbag, and
traction control lamps

• The engine may still run and drive normally if the fault is isolated to a non-critical medium-speed segment

• Intermittent or complete failure of features such as the radio, climate control, or power windows

• A no-start condition if the shorted bus prevents the engine control module from receiving necessary data

• Often no symptoms besides the warning light when the short is intermittent or confined to a single module

• Modules on the affected bus may drop offline and reappear unpredictably while driving

Common causes, most likely first

1 Chafed or pinched CAN High and CAN Low wires rubbing together inside a harness loom, often near a flex
point or pass-through grommet

2 Water intrusion into a connector or module housing causing corrosion that bridges the two data lines

3 A failed module on the medium-speed bus internally shorting the CAN lines together

4 Aftermarket accessories or poor previous repairs splicing into the bus wiring and creating a bridge

5 Damaged or improperly seated connector pins allowing the terminals to touch inside the housing

6 Rodent damage to the harness insulation exposing and shorting the twisted pair

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/u0018/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/u0018/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/u0018/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 2

How to diagnose and fix it

1 Connect a scan tool and record all stored codes across every module to confirm which bus segment is
affected and whether other modules are offline

2 Measure resistance between CAN High and CAN Low at the diagnostic link connector with the battery
disconnected; a reading far below the normal 60 ohms indicates a short

3 Inspect the harness routing along the medium-speed bus for chafing, pinch points, corrosion, or rodent
damage, especially near connectors and body pass-throughs

4 Disconnect modules one at a time from the bus and recheck resistance to isolate whether a module or the
wiring is causing the short

5 Repair or replace the damaged section of harness using proper splice techniques and recheck bus resistance
before reconnecting power

6 Clear codes and perform a full network scan to verify all modules communicate and the code does not return
after a test drive

What the shorted bus reading really means

• A resistance reading near zero ohms between CAN High and CAN Low confirms a hard short, but an
intermittent code often leaves normal resistance at the connector, so wiggle-testing the harness while
watching live data is essential.

• The medium-speed bus often carries body and comfort modules rather than powertrain data, so a vehicle can
run and drive perfectly while the code is active, which leads many owners to ignore it until a safety system
fails.

• A single failed module can pull the entire bus down, so technicians who replace the module that first stopped
communicating may be replacing a victim rather than the cause of the short.

• Aftermarket alarms, remote starters, and dash cameras tapped into the wrong wire are a frequent source of
bus shorts that owners never connect to the warning light.

• The code name says shorted to bus, but the same code can set from a short to ground or power on one line
that drags the differential signal out of range, so voltage checks on each line to chassis ground are part of a
complete diagnosis.

Can I keep driving with U0018?

If the vehicle starts, runs, and stops normally, you can drive it cautiously to a repair shop, but avoid long trips

and be prepared for warning lights or accessory failures. If the engine will not start or safety systems such as

anti-lock brakes are disabled, do not drive and have the vehicle towed.

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 3

Tools that help

• OBD-II scan tool with full network and module communication capability

• Digital multimeter with resistance and voltage measurement

• Wiring diagram for the medium-speed CAN bus on the specific vehicle

• Back probe pins and jumper wires for testing connectors without damage

• Hand tools for trim and harness access

Reading U0018

U Network: communication between the vehicle's control modules.

0 Generic (SAE) code: it means the same thing on every OBD-II vehicle.

0 Network wiring and bus faults.

18 The exact fault within that area.

Often seen with

U0001 Loss of Bus Communication  ·  U0002 High Speed CAN Communication Bus (Performance)  ·  U0019 Low
Speed CAN Communication Bus  ·  U0020 Low Speed CAN Communication Bus (Performance)  ·  U0100 Lost
Communication With ECM/PCM A

See it working

Watch the animated explainer V6 Engine Explained: 60° Bank and Firing Order on Auto Veteran to see the
parts involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations: https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/u0018/

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/how-things-work/v6-engine-explained-60-bank-and-firing-order/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/u0018/

