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OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT

P1144 · Subaru

autoveteran.tech · 21 Oct 2026

General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 1

SUBARU · POWERTRAIN

P1144
OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC)

P1144 · Subaru

Pressure Sensor Circuit High Input
P1144 on a Subaru indicates that the engine control module (ECM) has
detected an abnormally high voltage signal from a pressure sensor circuit,
typically the fuel tank pressure sensor used for evaporative emissions
monitoring. The ECM expects the sensor's output to stay within a specific
voltage range, and a high input means the signal wire is seeing voltage
above the normal threshold, which can be caused by a short to voltage, a
faulty sensor, or a wiring issue.

SYSTEM

Powertrain

CODE TYPE

Subaru specific

SEVERITY

Medium

FIX DIFFICULTY

Intermediate

AREA

Fuel and air
metering

Symptoms you may notice

• Illumination of the check engine light, often with no other noticeable symptoms.

• Slight fuel odor or hissing from the fuel tank area if the pressure sensor is stuck high and affects evap system
operation.

• Failed emissions test due to the check engine light being on.

• In rare cases, rough idle or driveability issues if the high input is caused by a short that affects shared sensor
reference voltage.

• Intermittent warning light if the fault is due to a loose connection or chafed wire.

Common causes, most likely first

1 Faulty fuel tank pressure sensor sending an abnormally high voltage signal.

2 Short to voltage on the signal wire between the pressure sensor and the ECM.

3 Damaged or corroded electrical connector at the pressure sensor or ECM.

4 Open ground circuit for the pressure sensor, causing the signal to float high.

5 Failed ECM driver or internal fault in the pressure sensor circuit (rare).

6 Aftermarket or incorrect pressure sensor installed that does not match Subaru specifications.

7 Wiring harness damage from rodents, road debris, or improper previous repairs.

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/subaru-p1144/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/subaru-p1144/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 2

How to diagnose and fix it

1 Connect a scan tool and verify the P1144 code is current, then check live data for the fuel tank pressure
sensor voltage to confirm it is abnormally high.

2 Visually inspect the pressure sensor connector and wiring for corrosion, loose pins, or chafing, and repair as
needed.

3 Disconnect the sensor and measure reference voltage and ground at the connector with a multimeter;
compare to Subaru service specifications.

4 Check for a short to voltage on the signal wire by measuring voltage with the sensor disconnected and the key
on; repair any short.

5 Test the pressure sensor itself by applying vacuum or pressure and monitoring the signal voltage; replace if it
does not respond correctly.

6 If wiring and sensor test good, check continuity and resistance of the ground circuit back to the ECM, repairing
any open or high-resistance ground.

7 Clear the code and perform a drive cycle to verify the repair; if the code returns, consult Subaru service
information for ECM diagnostics.

What Subaru Techs Check First for P1144

• A common oversight is assuming the fuel tank pressure sensor is bad when the real problem is a chafed
signal wire shorting to a nearby power wire in the harness near the fuel tank.

• On some Subaru models, the fuel tank pressure sensor is part of the evap canister assembly and cannot be
replaced separately, so technicians must test the circuit thoroughly before condemning the entire assembly.

• A high input code can be set by a poor ground connection at the sensor, which causes the signal voltage to
rise; always verify ground integrity before replacing parts.

• The ECM may set P1144 intermittently if the sensor connector is not fully seated after previous evap system
repairs, so check for recent service history.

• Do not confuse P1144 with other pressure sensor codes; Subaru uses similar codes for different sensors, so
confirm the exact circuit and sensor location in the service manual.

Can I keep driving with P1144?

You can generally continue driving with P1144 because it primarily affects the evaporative emissions system

and does not usually cause drivability problems, but avoid ignoring it if you notice a fuel smell or other

symptoms. Have the vehicle diagnosed soon to prevent potential emissions test failure and to rule out a more

serious electrical short.

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 3

Tools that help

• OBD-II scan tool with live data capability

• Digital multimeter

• Hand vacuum pump with gauge

• Subaru service information or wiring diagrams

• Basic hand tools for connector and sensor access

Reading P1144

P Powertrain: engine, transmission and emissions.

1 Manufacturer-specific code (Subaru): its meaning depends on the make.

1 Fuel and air metering.

44 The exact fault within that area.

Often seen with

P0442 EVAP System Leak Detected (Small)  ·  P0452 Evaporative Emission System Pressure Sensor/Switch
Low  ·  P0453 Evaporative Emission System Pressure Sensor/Switch High  ·  P0455 EVAP System Leak
Detected (Large)  ·  P0456 Evaporative Emission System Leak Detected (very small leak)

See it working

Watch the animated explainer How Drive-by-Wire Works: Electronic Throttle Body on Auto Veteran to see the
parts involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations: https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/subaru-p1144/

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/how-things-work/how-drive-by-wire-works-electronic-throttle-body/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/subaru-p1144/

