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OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT

P3484

autoveteran.tech · 22 Oct 2026

General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 1

GENERIC · POWERTRAIN

P3484
OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC)

P3484

Cylinder 11 Deactivation/lntake Valve
Control Circuit High
P3484 is a generic powertrain code indicating that the engine control
module (ECM) has detected an abnormally high voltage on the control
circuit for cylinder 11's deactivation or intake valve. This high voltage
suggests an open circuit, a short to voltage, or a faulty component in the
wiring or actuator, preventing the ECM from properly commanding the
valve.

SYSTEM

Powertrain

CODE TYPE

Generic (all
makes)

SEVERITY

Medium

FIX DIFFICULTY

Intermediate

AREA

Auxiliary emission
controls

Symptoms you may notice

• Illumination of the check engine light (malfunction indicator lamp).

• Often no symptoms besides the warning light, especially if the fault is intermittent.

• Rough idle or misfire if the valve remains stuck in one position.

• Reduced engine performance or fuel economy due to improper cylinder deactivation.

• Possible audible ticking or abnormal noise from the affected cylinder bank.

• In some cases, the engine may enter limp mode to protect the catalytic converter.

Common causes, most likely first

1 Open circuit in the control wire between the ECM and the cylinder 11 valve actuator.

2 Short to voltage on the control circuit, often due to chafed wiring or connector damage.

3 Failed cylinder deactivation solenoid or intake valve control actuator.

4 Corroded or loose electrical connector at the valve or ECM.

5 Internal ECM driver failure, though less common.

6 Aftermarket modifications or poor previous repairs affecting the circuit.

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p3484/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p3484/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p3484/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 2

How to diagnose and fix it

1 Perform a visual inspection of the wiring harness and connectors for the cylinder 11 valve control circuit,
looking for damage, corrosion, or loose pins.

2 Use a scan tool to command the cylinder deactivation valve on and off while monitoring the control circuit
voltage to confirm the fault.

3 Disconnect the valve actuator and measure resistance across its terminals; compare to manufacturer
specifications to rule out a faulty solenoid.

4 Check for continuity and short to voltage on the control wire between the ECM and the actuator using a digital
multimeter.

5 If the circuit and actuator test good, inspect the ECM connector and perform a wiggle test to check for
intermittent faults.

6 Repair or replace any damaged wiring, connectors, or the faulty valve actuator as needed.

7 Clear the diagnostic trouble codes and perform a road test to verify the repair.

Cylinder 11 Valve Circuit Quirks

• Cylinder 11 is often part of a multi-cylinder deactivation system, so a fault here may be misattributed to a
single cylinder when the issue lies in shared power or ground circuits.

• The ECM may set this code even if the valve mechanically operates, because it monitors electrical
characteristics rather than actual valve movement.

• Intermittent high voltage can be caused by heat-related expansion of wiring, so always perform tests both cold
and at operating temperature.

• A faulty oil control valve or low oil pressure can affect deactivation performance and indirectly trigger circuit
codes, so check oil condition and level first.

• Some vehicles use a single control wire for multiple cylinders; a short in one branch can affect others, so
inspect the entire harness section.

Can I keep driving with P3484?

If the check engine light is on but the engine runs smoothly, you can drive cautiously to a repair shop, but avoid

heavy loads or high speeds. If you notice misfiring, rough running, or reduced power, stop driving and seek

professional diagnosis to prevent catalytic converter damage.

Tools that help

• OBD-II scan tool with bidirectional control capability

• Digital multimeter (DMM)

• Wiring diagram for the specific vehicle

• Basic hand tools for connector and component access

• Test light or power probe

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 3

Reading P3484

P Powertrain: engine, transmission and emissions.

3 Generic (SAE) code: it means the same thing on every OBD-II vehicle.

4 Auxiliary emission controls.

84 The exact fault within that area.

Often seen with

P0300 Random/Multiple Cylinder Misfire Detected  ·  P0301 Cylinder 1 Misfire Detected  ·  P3400 Cylinder
Deactivation System (Bank 1)  ·  P3483 Cylinder 11 Deactivation/lntake Valve Control Circuit Low  ·  P3485
Cylinder 11 Exhaust Valve Control Circuit/Open

See it working

Watch the animated explainer Four-Stroke Engine Cutaway: Intake to Exhaust on Auto Veteran to see the
parts involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations: https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p3484/

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/how-things-work/four-stroke-engine-cutaway-intake-to-exhaust/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p3484/

