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AUTO VETERAN
OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT

P2600

autoveteran.tech · 22 Oct 2026

General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 1

GENERIC · POWERTRAIN

P2600
OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC)

P2600

Coolant Pump Control Circuit/Open
P2600 indicates that the engine control module (ECM) has detected an
open circuit or no continuity in the electrical path for the coolant pump
control circuit. The ECM commands the pump on or off and monitors the
circuit for expected voltage or current; when the signal is missing or out of
range, it sets this generic code.

SYSTEM

Powertrain

CODE TYPE

Generic (all
makes)

SEVERITY

Medium

FIX DIFFICULTY

Intermediate

AREA

Computer and
output circuits

Symptoms you may notice

• Illumination of the check engine light, often with no other noticeable symptoms

• Engine may enter limp mode or reduced power mode on some vehicles

• Overheating warning light or temperature gauge climbing above normal

• Coolant pump may not run, leading to poor heater performance

• Possible fan running constantly or at high speed as a failsafe

• In rare cases, the engine may stall or fail to start due to safety logic

Common causes, most likely first

1 Open or damaged wiring in the coolant pump control circuit (broken wire, corroded connector)

2 Failed coolant pump (electric pump motor open internally)

3 Blown fuse or faulty relay supplying power to the coolant pump

4 Poor ground connection at the pump or chassis

5 Faulty coolant pump control module (if equipped separately)

6 ECM internal driver failure or software issue (less common)

7 Aftermarket accessories tapped into the circuit causing interference

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p2600/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p2600/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 2

How to diagnose and fix it

1 Perform a visual inspection of the coolant pump, its connector, and the wiring harness for damage, corrosion,
or loose pins

2 Check all fuses and relays related to the coolant pump circuit and replace any that are blown or faulty

3 Disconnect the pump connector and use a multimeter to check for battery voltage at the power terminal with
the key on

4 Measure resistance across the pump motor terminals; an open circuit (infinite resistance) indicates a failed
pump

5 Check continuity of the control wire from the ECM to the pump connector to rule out an open circuit

6 Verify ground integrity by measuring voltage drop from the pump ground terminal to battery negative

7 If all electrical checks pass, suspect the ECM; consult factory service information for further diagnostics before
replacement

Don't overlook the simple electrical checks

• A loose or corroded ground connection at the pump can mimic a failed pump and is often missed during
diagnosis.

• Some vehicles use the coolant pump for both engine cooling and heater operation, so a lack of heat can be
the first clue.

• The code can be set by a momentary open circuit, so intermittent faults may require wiggle-testing the harness
while monitoring live data.

• Aftermarket alarm or remote start installations frequently tap into the coolant pump circuit and cause opens.

• On vehicles with a separate control module, the module itself can fail and set P2600 even when the pump is
good.

Can I keep driving with P2600?

It is not safe to continue driving with this code because the coolant pump may not operate, leading to rapid

engine overheating and potential severe damage. Have the vehicle towed or drive only a very short distance to

a repair shop while closely monitoring the temperature gauge.

Tools that help

• OBD-II scan tool with live data capability

• Digital multimeter

• Test light

• Wire probe set

• Factory service information or wiring diagrams

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 3

Reading P2600

P Powertrain: engine, transmission and emissions.

2 Generic (SAE) code: it means the same thing on every OBD-II vehicle.

6 Computer and output circuits.

00 The exact fault within that area.

Often seen with

P0217 Engine Over-Temperature Condition  ·  P2601 Coolant Pump Control Circuit Range/Performance  ·  P2602
Coolant Pump Control Circuit Low  ·  P2603 Coolant Pump Control Circuit High  ·  P2604 Intake Air Heater 'A'
Circuit Range/Performance

See it working

Watch the animated explainer Engine Cooling System Trainer: How Engines Stay Cool on Auto Veteran to
see the parts involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations: https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p2600/

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/how-things-work/engine-cooling-system-trainer-how-engines-stay-cool/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p2600/

