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AUTO VETERAN
OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT

P226D

autoveteran.tech · 22 Oct 2026

General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 1

GENERIC · POWERTRAIN

P226D
OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC)

P226D

Particulate Filter Deteriorated/Missing
Substrate (Bank 1)
P226D means the engine control module has determined that the diesel
particulate filter substrate is either physically deteriorated or completely
missing, based on pressure and temperature sensor readings that fall
outside the expected range during a regeneration event. The computer is
not seeing the normal restriction and heat signature that a healthy filter
produces, so it flags the filter as damaged or absent.

SYSTEM

Powertrain

CODE TYPE

Generic (all
makes)

SEVERITY

High

FIX DIFFICULTY

Professional

AREA

Fuel and air
metering (injector
circuits)

Symptoms you may notice

• Illuminated check engine light, often with no other noticeable symptoms

• Frequent or failed active regeneration attempts, sometimes accompanied by a burning smell

• Reduced engine power or limp mode if the filter is severely restricted or missing

• Black smoke from the tailpipe under acceleration if the substrate is missing

• Poor fuel economy and increased exhaust odor

• A stored code that returns immediately after clearing

Common causes, most likely first

1 Physical damage to the particulate filter substrate from overheating or thermal shock

2 A missing or hollowed-out filter, often after an illegal or improper deletion

3 Cracked or melted filter core caused by excessive exhaust temperatures during regeneration

4 Failed differential pressure sensor giving false readings that mimic a missing substrate

5 Exhaust leaks upstream of the filter that reduce measured backpressure

6 Tampering or removal of the filter for off-road use

7 Corrosion or mechanical damage to the filter housing that allows the substrate to shift or break apart

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p226d/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p226d/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p226d/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 2

How to diagnose and fix it

1 Inspect the exhaust system for leaks, loose clamps, and damaged pipes before the filter

2 Verify the differential pressure sensor readings with a scan tool and compare to actual backpressure

3 Perform a visual inspection of the filter housing for dents, cracks, or signs of tampering

4 Check for stored freeze-frame data and run a manufacturer-specific regeneration test to see if the filter
responds

5 Remove the filter for a bench inspection or use a borescope to check the substrate condition

6 Replace the particulate filter if the substrate is confirmed deteriorated or missing

7 Clear codes and perform a relearn or adaptation reset for the new filter if required

What a missing substrate really tells you

• A failed differential pressure sensor can set P226D even when the filter is perfectly intact, so always compare
sensor live data to a known-good value before condemning the filter.

• An exhaust leak between the engine and the filter can drop backpressure enough to make the computer think
the substrate is gone, so inspect all joints and gaskets first.

• Some aftermarket or performance exhaust systems remove the filter entirely, and the code will set as soon as
the monitor runs, even if no other fault exists.

• The code can be set by a filter that has been cleaned improperly and now has a washed-out or cracked
washcoat, so a visual inspection is more reliable than pressure testing alone.

• If the filter is replaced without addressing the root cause of overheating, such as a faulty injector or EGR issue,
the new filter can fail in the same way within a short time.

Can I keep driving with P226D?

Do not continue driving with this code active, because a missing or deteriorated filter allows excessive

particulate emissions and can lead to further exhaust system damage. If the vehicle is in limp mode, have it

towed to a repair facility rather than risking engine damage or a roadside breakdown.

Tools that help

• OBD-II scan tool with live data and bidirectional controls

• Digital multimeter for sensor and wiring checks

• Exhaust backpressure gauge

• Borescope or inspection camera

• Socket and wrench set for exhaust component removal

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 3

Reading P226D

P Powertrain: engine, transmission and emissions.

2 Generic (SAE) code: it means the same thing on every OBD-II vehicle.

2 Fuel and air metering (injector circuits).

6D The exact fault within that area.

Often seen with

P2002 Particulate Trap Efficiency Below Threshold (Bank 1)  ·  P242F Particulate Filter Restriction Ash
Accumulation Bank 1  ·  P2453 Diesel Particulate Filter Pressure Sensor Circuit Range/Perf  ·  P2463 Diesel
Particulate Filter Restriction - Soot Accumulation  ·  P246C Particulate Filter Restriction Forced Limited Power
Bank 1

See it working

Watch the animated explainer Manual Car Driving Simulator: Learn Clutch Control on Auto Veteran to see the
parts involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations: https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p226d/

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/how-things-work/manual-car-driving-simulator-learn-clutch-control/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p226d/

