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GENERIC - POWERTRAIN

Reserved Powertrain Fault

P O F F F POFFF is a generic SAE J2012 code reserved for future powertrain fault

assignments, meaning the manufacturer has not yet defined a specific
OERHI PIACNRESIIE TROUELE GORIE (PE), diagnostic meaning for this code in the engine control module (ECM). The
computer detected an undefined or unassigned fault condition, often due
to a software glitch or a placeholder in the diagnostic system, and stored
this code as a catch-all for an unrecognized issue.

SYSTEM CODE TYPE SEVERITY FIX DIFFICULTY AREA
Powertrain Generic (all Low Intermediate Hybrid propulsion
makes)

Symptoms you may notice

lllumination of the check engine light (CEL) with no other obvious symptoms

Often no symptoms besides the warning light, as the code may be set erroneously

Possible intermittent driveability issues if the underlying cause is a real but unassigned fault
No noticeable change in engine performance or fuel economy in most cases

Other unrelated codes may be present if the ECM is logging multiple faults

Common causes, most likely first

Software glitch or firmware error in the ECM causing a spurious code

Manufacturer-specific diagnostic strategy that uses POFFF as a placeholder for an unconfigured fault
Aftermarket tuning or programming that altered the ECM's code definitions

Low battery voltage or poor electrical connections causing the ECM to log phantom codes

A genuine powertrain fault that the current ECM software version does not recognize

CAN bus communication errors or module handshake issues leading to undefined codes

I How to diagnose and fix it

1  Connect a scan tool and verify the code is current and not pending; record all freeze frame data
2  Check for related technical service bulletins (TSBs) or software updates for the ECM

3 Perform a battery and charging system test to rule out voltage-related spurious codes
4

Inspect ECM connectors and wiring for corrosion or loose pins, especially at the powertrain control module
(PCM)

ol

Clear the code and test-drive to see if it returns; if it does, consult a dealer for ECM reprogramming

6  If the code persists, use factory-level diagnostic equipment to check for manufacturer-specific sub-codes or
hidden faults
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7 As alast resort, replace or reprogram the ECM only after confirming no other faults are present
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I When POFFF is not a real fault

*  Many manufacturers use reserved codes like POFFF as internal placeholders that never appear in normal
operation, so seeing it often indicates a software hiccup rather than a mechanical failure.

A weak battery or a recent jump-start can cause the ECM to log undefined codes; always check voltage before
condemning any component.

«  Aftermarket performance tuners sometimes remap the ECM and leave reserved codes active, leading to false
alarms that disappear after restoring the stock calibration.

e This code does not always mean the ECM is failing; it frequently clears after a simple reset and never returns,
so avoid unnecessary module replacement.

e Some scan tools misreport manufacturer-specific codes as POFFF when they cannot decode the actual fault,
so verify with a factory-level tool before diagnosing.

Can | keep driving with POFFF?

You can generally continue driving if the only symptom is the check engine light and the vehicle runs normally,
but avoid long trips or heavy loads until the code is investigated. If the light flashes or performance changes,
stop driving and seek professional diagnosis.

Tools that help

OBD-II scan tool with live data and freeze frame capability
Digital multimeter for battery and wiring checks

Factory service information or TSB database access
Battery load tester

ECM reprogramming tool (dealer-level)

| Reading POFFF

P Powertrain: engine, transmission and emissions.

0 Generic (SAE) code: it means the same thing on every OBD-Il vehicle.
F Hybrid propulsion.

FF The exact fault within that area.

I Often seen with

P0562 System Voltage Low - P0600 Serial Communication Link Malfunction - P0601 Internal Control Module
Memory Checksum Error - P0606 PCM Processor Fault - U0100 Lost Communication With ECM/PCM A
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See it working

Watch the animated explainer
see the parts involved moving.

on Auto Veteran to
Full guide, related articles and animations:
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