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AUTO VETERAN
OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT

P0D12

autoveteran.tech · 22 Oct 2026

General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 1

GENERIC · POWERTRAIN

P0D12
OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC)

P0D12

Battery Charging System Negative
Contactor A Control Circuit
Range/Performance
P0D12 indicates that the battery charging system's negative contactor
control circuit is not performing within its expected range, as detected by
the battery energy control module. The module monitors the control wire
for the negative contactor and sets this code when the voltage or current
on that circuit falls outside the manufacturer's specified limits during
activation or deactivation.

SYSTEM

Powertrain

CODE TYPE

Generic (all
makes)

SEVERITY

High

FIX DIFFICULTY

Professional

AREA

Hybrid propulsion

Symptoms you may notice

• Illumination of the battery charging system warning light or a dedicated service vehicle soon message

• The vehicle may fail to enter ready-to-drive mode or may not start at all

• Intermittent loss of charging system function, leading to a discharged 12-volt battery

• Audible clicking or no click from the battery pack area when the ignition is turned on

• Often no symptoms besides the warning light, especially if the fault is intermittent

Common causes, most likely first

1 Damaged or corroded wiring or connector terminals in the negative contactor control circuit

2 Failed negative contactor coil or contactor assembly inside the high-voltage battery pack

3 Faulty battery energy control module or control unit internal driver circuit

4 Poor ground connection for the contactor control circuit or module

5 Water intrusion or contamination in the battery pack connector causing high resistance

6 Aftermarket accessories or improper previous repairs tapping into the control circuit

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p0d12/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p0d12/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p0d12/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p0d12/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 2

How to diagnose and fix it

1 Perform a visual inspection of the negative contactor control circuit wiring and connectors for damage,
corrosion, or loose pins

2 Check for technical service bulletins and scan all modules for related fault codes before replacing any parts

3 Measure resistance and voltage on the control circuit at the contactor and at the control module to compare
against specifications

4 Test the negative contactor coil for continuity and correct resistance using a multimeter

5 Verify the control module's ground and power supply are clean and tight

6 If the circuit and coil test good, substitute a known-good control module only after confirming all other
possibilities

7 Clear codes and perform a road test or charging cycle to confirm the repair and ensure the code does not
return

Before you replace the battery pack contactor

• A loose or corroded connector pin at the battery pack interface is a far more common cause of this code than
a failed contactor, so inspect terminals before condemning the pack.

• The code can be set by a momentary glitch during a low-voltage event, so check the 12-volt battery state of
charge and charging system health first.

• Some vehicles require a relearn or initialization procedure after contactor or module replacement, and
skipping it will cause the code to reset immediately.

• The negative contactor control circuit often shares a ground with other low-current sensors, so a bad ground
elsewhere can mimic a contactor fault.

• Do not assume the contactor itself is defective just because the code points to its circuit; the control module
driver or wiring is equally likely.

Can I keep driving with P0D12?

Do not continue driving if the vehicle will not enter ready mode or if the charging system warning is

accompanied by a loss of power, because the high-voltage battery may not be charging and the vehicle could

stall. If the light is on but the car drives normally, limit driving to a short distance to a qualified repair facility and

avoid heavy electrical loads.

Tools that help

• OBD-II scan tool with manufacturer-specific software

• Digital multimeter with resistance and voltage measurement

• Wiring diagram and connector pinout for the specific vehicle

• Insulation piercing probes or back-probe kit

• Torque wrench and insulated hand tools for high-voltage safety

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
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Reading P0D12

P Powertrain: engine, transmission and emissions.

0 Generic (SAE) code: it means the same thing on every OBD-II vehicle.

D Hybrid propulsion.

12 The exact fault within that area.

Often seen with

P0A0D High Voltage System Interlock Circuit A High  ·  P0AA6 Hybrid/EV Battery Voltage System Isolation Fault
 ·  P0D10 Battery Charging System Negative Contactor A Stuck Open  ·  P0D11 Battery Charging System
Negative Contactor A Control Circuit  ·  P0D13 Battery Charging System Negative Contactor A Control Circuit

See it working

Watch the animated explainer How a CVT Works: Belt and Pulley Transmission on Auto Veteran to see the
parts involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations: https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p0d12/

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/how-things-work/how-a-cvt-works-belt-and-pulley-transmission/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p0d12/

