AUTO POCA7

OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT autoveteran.tech - 22 Oct 2026

GENERIC - POWERTRAIN

Hybrid/EV Battery Discharging Current

PocA7 [RE

This code indicates that the hybrid or electric vehicle battery pack is
discharging current at a rate higher than the battery management system
expects for the current operating conditions. The computer detects this by
comparing measured current draw from the pack against the allowable
discharge profile and flags the fault when the current exceeds the
threshold for a calibrated time.

OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC)

SYSTEM CODE TYPE SEVERITY FIX DIFFICULTY AREA
Powertrain Generic (all High Professional Hybrid propulsion
makes)

Symptoms you may notice

lllumination of the hybrid/EV system warning light or service vehicle soon message

Often no symptoms besides the warning light, especially if the excess current is brief or minor
Reduced electric-only range or the vehicle switching to the combustion engine more frequently
A noticeable drop in acceleration or power output when the battery is under load

Battery state of charge dropping faster than normal during driving

In rare cases, the vehicle entering a reduced-power limp mode

Common causes, most likely first

A failing or degraded high-voltage battery module or cell causing excessive internal discharge
A parasitic draw on the high-voltage system from a component that stays active after shutdown
Faulty current sensor on the battery pack reporting an incorrect discharge rate

A short or chafed high-voltage cable allowing current to leak to ground

A malfunctioning inverter or DC-DC converter drawing more current than commanded

Battery management system software or calibration issue misinterpreting normal current

Extreme ambient temperatures causing temporary high self-discharge of the pack
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I How to diagnose and fix it

1  Scan all modules for stored and pending codes, and record freeze-frame data for the battery current
parameters

Inspect high-voltage cables and connectors for damage, corrosion, or loose connections
Perform a parasitic draw test on the high-voltage system with the vehicle powered down
Compare the battery current sensor reading against a calibrated clamp meter to verify accuracy
Run the manufacturer's battery health test and module balance check to identify weak modules

Check for software updates or recalibration procedures for the battery management system
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If a module or sensor is confirmed faulty, replace or repair it following high-voltage safety procedures

I What a high discharge current really means

A common misdiagnosis is replacing the entire battery pack when only one module or the current sensor is at
fault, so always verify sensor accuracy first.

< Parasitic draws on the high-voltage system can be intermittent and may only appear after the vehicle has been
parked for several hours, so a short test drive may not reveal the problem.

e The code can be set by a normal but unexpected high current event, such as a failed cooling fan that causes
the battery to work harder, so check related systems before condemning the pack.

«  High-voltage cable chafing often occurs at routing points near sharp edges or moving suspension
components, and a visual inspection may miss internal damage.

*  Some vehicles set this code when the 12-volt auxiliary battery is weak, because the DC-DC converter draws
excessive current trying to recharge it, so always test the 12-volt system first.

Can | keep driving with POCA7?

Do not continue driving with this code active, because excessive battery discharge can lead to sudden loss of
power or further damage to the high-voltage pack. Have the vehicle towed to a qualified hybrid/EV service
facility for diagnosis.

Tools that help

OBD-II scan tool with hybrid/EV capability

Digital multimeter with high-voltage rated probes

Clamp-on current meter rated for DC high voltage

Insulation tester (megohmmeter) for high-voltage cable checks

Manufacturer-specific diagnostic software for battery management system
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| Reading PocA?

P Powertrain: engine, transmission and emissions.

0 Generic (SAE) code: it means the same thing on every OBD-Il vehicle.
C Hybrid propulsion.

A7 The exact fault within that area.

I Often seen with

POAOD High Voltage System Interlock Circuit A High - POAAG6 Hybrid/EV Battery Voltage System Isolation Fault
- POAFA Hybrid/EV Battery System Voltage Low - POCA6 Hybrid/EV Battery Charging Current High - POCAS8
Hybrid/EV Battery Temperature Sensor M Circuit

See it working

Watch the animated explainer on Auto Veteran to see the

parts involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations:
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