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OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT autoveteran.tech - 21 Oct 2026

GENERIC - POWERTRAIN

Battery Energy Control Module Requested

POA?B MIL Illumination

POA7B means the battery energy control module, the computer that
manages the high-voltage battery pack on a hybrid or electric vehicle, has
formally asked the engine control module to turn on the malfunction
indicator lamp. The code is stored when that illumination request
message arrives over the vehicle network, so it confirms a fault has
already been detected and logged by the battery energy control module
rather than identifying the failed component itself.

OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC)

SYSTEM CODE TYPE SEVERITY FIX DIFFICULTY AREA
Powertrain Generic (all Professional Hybrid propulsion
makes)

Symptoms you may notice

The malfunction indicator lamp is illuminated, often with no other noticeable change in how the vehicle drives.
A hybrid or electric vehicle may refuse to enter ready mode or may drop out of electric-only operation.

Reduced power output or a forced limp-home mode may be commanded by the battery energy control
module.

The high-voltage battery state of charge may behave erratically or the charge gauge may stop updating.
An active warning message about the high-voltage battery or hybrid system may appear on the dash display.

In some cases the vehicle starts and drives normally, with the warning light as the only clue.

Common causes, most likely first
A stored fault in the battery energy control module itself, such as an internal circuit or memory error, that
triggered the illumination request.

Degraded or failing high-voltage battery cells or modules causing the battery energy control module to request
the lamp.

A fault in the battery energy control module's power supply or ground circuit, including blown fuses or corroded
connectors.

A communication fault on the controller area network (CAN) bus between the battery energy control module
and the engine control module.

A failed or intermittent high-voltage battery temperature or voltage sensing circuit that the module interprets as
a critical fault.

Software or calibration issues in the battery energy control module that cause spurious illumination requests.

A charging system or inverter fault that the battery energy control module monitors and reports through the
lamp request.
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I How to diagnose and fix it
1 Connect a scan tool and read all codes from every module, especially the battery energy control module, to
find the underlying fault that caused the illumination request.

2  Check the battery energy control module's power and ground circuits, including fuses and connector condition,
before condemning any high-voltage component.

3 Inspect the CAN bus wiring and connectors between the battery energy control module and the engine control
module for damage or corrosion.

4 Review freeze-frame and battery energy control module data for cell voltage spread, temperature readings,
and state of charge anomalies.

5 Perform any available battery energy control module software updates or recalibration procedures specified by
the manufacturer.

6  If the battery energy control module reports internal faults, follow the manufacturer's diagnostic flow for module
replacement or reprogramming.

7  Clear codes after repairs and verify the illumination request does not return during a road test and a full key
cycle.

I What the lamp request really tells you
«  POA7B is a messenger code, not a component failure code, so replacing the battery energy control module
without reading its own stored faults is a common and expensive misdiagnosis.

* A weak or failing 12-volt auxiliary battery can cause communication and voltage anomalies that the battery
energy control module interprets as critical, setting this code on an otherwise healthy high-voltage system.

*  The code can be set by a brief network glitch during a low-voltage event, so checking for related
communication codes and battery condition comes before any high-voltage repair.

*  On many vehicles the battery energy control module only requests the lamp after it has already logged a more
specific fault, so the root cause is usually found in that module's own code list.

«  High-voltage battery faults that trigger this code often begin as minor cell imbalance, so a battery health check
with cell voltage data can catch the problem before it becomes a no-start condition.

Can | keep driving with POA7B?
It is generally safe to drive a short distance to a repair facility if the vehicle runs normally and no red
high-voltage warning is displayed, but avoid aggressive acceleration, long trips, and charging if the battery

gauge behaves erratically. If the vehicle enters limp mode or refuses to start, have it towed rather than forcing
it.
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Tools that help

OBD-II scan tool with hybrid and battery energy control module capability
Digital multimeter for power, ground, and low-voltage circuit checks
Manufacturer service information for battery energy control module diagnostics
Insulated hand tools and personal protective equipment for high-voltage safety

Battery cell voltage and health testing equipment where specified

| Reading Poa7B

P Powertrain: engine, transmission and emissions.

0 Generic (SAE) code: it means the same thing on every OBD-II vehicle.
A Hybrid propulsion.

7B The exact fault within that area.

I Often seen with

POAOD High Voltage System Interlock Circuit A High - POA7A Generator Inverter Performance - POA7C Motor
Electronics Over Temperature - POAFA Hybrid/EV Battery System Voltage Low - U0110 Lost Communication
With TCM

See it working

Watch the animated explainer on Auto Veteran to see the
parts involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations:
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