AUTO P0960

OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT autoveteran.tech - 21 Oct 2026

GENERIC - POWERTRAIN

Pressure Control Solenoid 'A' Control

P096O Circuit/Open

P0960 indicates that the transmission control module (TCM) has detected
an open circuit on the control wire for pressure control solenoid 'A’, which
is responsible for regulating hydraulic line pressure inside the automatic
transmission. The TCM commands a specific current to the solenoid and
monitors the resulting voltage or current feedback; when the circuit is
open, the feedback falls outside the expected range, setting this code.

OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC)

SYSTEM CODE TYPE SEVERITY FIX DIFFICULTY AREA
Powertrain Generic (all Professional Transmission
makes)

Symptoms you may notice

lllumination of the check engine light or transmission warning light, often with no other noticeable symptoms
Harsh or delayed gear shifts as the transmission defaults to a higher line pressure

The transmission may enter limp mode, limiting operation to a single gear or a reduced set of gears
Slipping or flaring during acceleration if line pressure is not properly controlled

A stored code P0960 may be the only sign if the failure is intermittent and does not affect current driving

Common causes, most likely first

Damaged or disconnected wiring harness at the pressure control solenoid 'A’ connector

Corroded, bent, or backed-out terminals in the solenoid or TCM connector

Open winding inside the pressure control solenoid ‘A’ itself

Broken wire within the harness between the TCM and the transmission, often due to chafing or heat damage
Faulty transmission control module (TCM) driver circuit for the solenoid

Poor ground connection for the solenoid circuit, causing an apparent open

Aftermarket electrical accessories improperly tapped into the transmission harness
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I How to diagnose and fix it

1  Connect a scan tool and verify PO960 is current or pending, then check for related transmission codes and
freeze-frame data

2 Inspect the transmission wiring harness and solenoid connector for physical damage, corrosion, or loose pins

3 Disconnect the solenoid connector and measure resistance across the solenoid terminals; compare to the
manufacturer's specification

4 Check continuity and resistance of the control wire from the TCM connector to the solenoid connector to
confirm an open circuit

5 If the harness and solenoid test good, substitute a known-good solenoid or perform a bidirectional test with the
scan tool to command the solenoid and observe circuit response

6  Repair or replace the faulty wiring, connector, or solenoid as indicated by test results

7  Clear codes and perform a road test with the scan tool monitoring pressure control solenoid data to confirm
the repair

I Open Circuit Checks Before Solenoid Replacement
* A common misdiagnosis is replacing the pressure control solenoid when the real fault is a chafed wire in the
harness near the transmission bell housing or a corroded connector pin.

*  An open circuit can be intermittent, so a solenoid that tests good when cold may still set the code after the
transmission reaches operating temperature and expands the faulty connection.

< The TCM may set PO960 as a result of a low battery or charging system issue that causes a momentary
voltage drop, so always check battery and ground integrity first.

*  Some vehicles require a relearn or adaptive reset after repairing the circuit, and skipping this step can leave
the transmission shifting poorly even though the code is gone.

«  P0960 does not always mean the solenoid is defective; a shorted or open TCM driver circuit can produce the
same code, so testing the TCM output is part of a complete diagnosis.

Can | keep driving with P09607?

You can usually drive the vehicle to a repair shop, but avoid aggressive acceleration or heavy loads because
the transmission may be operating at elevated line pressure or in limp mode. If the transmission slips severely
or refuses to shift, stop driving and have it towed to prevent internal damage.

Tools that help

OBD-II scan tool with bidirectional control and transmission data capabilities

Digital multimeter with resistance and continuity functions

Wire terminal test kit and back-probe pins

Vehicle-specific service information for wiring diagrams and solenoid resistance specifications
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Transmission jack and safety stands if solenoid replacement requires pan removal
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| Reading Pog60

P Powertrain: engine, transmission and emissions.

0 Generic (SAE) code: it means the same thing on every OBD-Il vehicle.
9 Transmission.

60 The exact fault within that area.

I Often seen with

P0O700 Transmission Control System Malfunction - P0740 Torque Converter Clutch Circuit Malfunction - P0961
Pressure Control Solenoid 'A' Control Circuit Range/Performa - P0962 Pressure Control Solenoid ‘A" Control
Circuit Low - P0963 Pressure Control Solenoid ‘A" Control Circuit High

See it working

Watch the animated explainer on Auto Veteran to
see the parts involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations:
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