AUTO POSE9

OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT autoveteran.tech - 22 Oct 2026

GENERIC - POWERTRAIN

Drive Motor A Clutch Enable Circuit High

POBE9 indicates that the powertrain control module (PCM) has detected
an abnormally high voltage on the drive motor A clutch enable circuit,

POSE9

OERHI PIACNRESIIE TROUELE GORIE (PE), which is used to engage or disengage the clutch that connects the electric
drive motor to the transmission. The PCM expects a specific voltage
range on this circuit when commanding the clutch on or off, and a high
reading suggests an open circuit, a short to voltage, or a faulty
component.

SYSTEM CODE TYPE SEVERITY FIX DIFFICULTY AREA

Powertrain Generic (all Intermediate Transmission
makes)

Symptoms you may notice

lllumination of the check engine light or service vehicle soon message

The vehicle may enter a reduced power mode or fail to move

The clutch may not engage or disengage properly, causing a loss of drive

Often no symptoms besides the warning light, especially if the fault is intermittent
Possible harsh engagement or slipping of the clutch during acceleration

The transmission may default to a limp-home mode with limited gear selection

Common causes, most likely first

Open circuit in the clutch enable circuit wiring, such as a broken wire or poor connection
Short to voltage on the clutch enable circuit, often due to chafed insulation or contamination
Failed clutch enable solenoid or actuator

Faulty clutch position sensor or switch providing incorrect feedback

Corroded or damaged electrical connector at the clutch assembly or PCM

Internal PCM driver failure for the clutch enable output

Aftermarket accessories or improper wiring repairs interfering with the circuit
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I How to diagnose and fix it

1 Perform a visual inspection of the clutch enable circuit wiring and connectors for damage, corrosion, or loose
pins

2 Use a scan tool to check for related codes and freeze-frame data to understand when the fault occurs

w

Measure resistance and voltage on the clutch enable circuit at the clutch actuator and compare to
manufacturer specifications

Check the clutch enable solenoid for proper resistance and function, replacing if out of specification

4
5 Inspect the clutch position sensor and its wiring, testing signal voltage and ground integrity

6  Verify PCM operation by back-probing the clutch enable output and checking for commanded voltage changes
7

If all else checks out, reprogram or replace the PCM as per manufacturer procedures

I Clutch Enable Circuit High Voltage Traps
* A high voltage reading on the clutch enable circuit often results from an open circuit rather than a short,
because the PCM pulls the circuit high when it detects no load.

«  The clutch enable solenoid may test good with a multimeter but fail under load or heat, so a load test or
substitution with a known-good unit is sometimes necessary.

e Corrosion inside a connector can create high resistance that mimics an open circuit, and simply reseating the
connector may temporarily clear the fault.

«  Aftermarket remote starters or alarm systems that tap into the clutch circuit are a common cause of
unexplained high voltage codes.

¢« The PCM may set this code if the clutch enable circuit is inadvertently shorted to a 12-volt source during
jump-starting or battery charging.

Can | keep driving with POSE9?

If the vehicle drives normally with only the warning light on, you can drive it to a repair shop, but avoid heavy
acceleration or towing. If the vehicle is in limp mode or the clutch fails to engage, do not drive it because you
may lose motive power unexpectedly.

Tools that help

OBD-II scan tool with live data capability
Digital multimeter

Wiring diagram for the specific vehicle
Test light or load tester

Socket set and trim removal tools
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| Reading PosEQ

P Powertrain: engine, transmission and emissions.

0 Generic (SAE) code: it means the same thing on every OBD-Il vehicle.
8 Transmission.

E9 The exact fault within that area.

I Often seen with

PO8ES8 Drive Motor A Clutch Enable Circuit Low - PO8EA Drive Motor A Clutch Pawl Position Circuit - POS8EB
Drive Motor A Clutch Pawl Position Circuit Low - PO8EC Drive Motor A Clutch Pawl Position Circuit High -
PO8ED Drive Motor A Clutch Pawl Position Performance

See it working

Watch the animated explainer on Auto Veteran to see the
parts involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations:
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