AUTO P0896

OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT autoveteran.tech - 21 Oct 2026

GENERIC - POWERTRAIN

Shift Time Too Long

P0896 means the transmission control module (TCM) commanded a shift
and then measured that the shift took longer than its calibrated maximum

P0O896

OIEIDX] RIACENOSTIC TROUELE CoI= (e allowable time. The computer monitors input and output shaft speeds
during the shift and flags the code when the ratio change does not
complete within the expected window, indicating a slipping or dragging
shift.

SYSTEM CODE TYPE SEVERITY FIX DIFFICULTY AREA

Powertrain Generic (all Professional Transmission
makes)

Symptoms you may notice

Often no symptoms besides the warning light, especially on the first occurrence

Harsh or delayed engagement when shifting from park or neutral into drive or reverse
Noticeable flare or slipping during upshifts, where engine speed rises before the gear engages
Transmission holding a gear longer than normal or refusing to downshift when expected

Limp mode with a single fixed gear and reduced vehicle speed

Slightly elevated fuel consumption or transmission fluid temperature on repeated occurrences

Common causes, most likely first

Low or degraded automatic transmission fluid (ATF) from a leak, overdue service, or incorrect fluid
Worn valve body solenoids or sticky shift solenoids that slow hydraulic response

Internal clutch pack wear or seal leakage causing slow clutch apply

Clogged transmission filter or restricted fluid pickup

Faulty transmission range sensor or speed sensor feeding inaccurate shaft speed data

Wiring or connector damage between the TCM and shift solenoids

Adaptive shift learning that has drifted or a TCM calibration that needs updating
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I How to diagnose and fix it

1  Scan all modules and record freeze-frame data, then check fluid level, color, and smell against the
manufacturer's procedure

2 Inspect for leaks and verify the correct ATF specification was used at the last service

3 Check transmission range sensor and input/output speed sensor signals with a scan tool during a road test

4 Perform a resistance and voltage check on shift solenoid circuits and inspect connectors for corrosion or
chafing

5  Service the fluid and filter if condition warrants, then clear the code and re-test with a monitored drive cycle
6  Run the manufacturer's adaptive shift relearn procedure after any repair or fluid service

7 If the fault persists, perform hydraulic pressure testing and internal inspection of the valve body and clutch
packs

I What a slow shift really tells you
«  Asingle P0896 after a fluid service often means the wrong ATF was installed, because incorrect friction
characteristics slow clutch apply without any mechanical wear.

e The code can set from a lazy shift solenoid that still passes a basic resistance test, so live solenoid current
and duty cycle during the shift matter more than a static ohm reading.

*  Adaptive learning can mask a developing slip until the TCM runs out of adjustment, so clearing the code
without a relearn often brings it back within a few drive cycles.

«  Arrestricted filter or pickup can cause slow shifts only when fluid is cold or under load, which is why the
freeze-frame data is more useful than the code itself.

«  P0896 is sometimes stored alongside ratio or solenoid codes that point to the same hydraulic circuit, so
reading all stored codes prevents replacing a healthy component.

Can | keep driving with P08967

You can usually drive gently to a shop, but avoid heavy throttle, towing, and long trips because a slipping shift
can overheat the fluid and turn a minor repair into a transmission rebuild. If the vehicle enters limp mode or the
fluid smells burnt, stop driving and arrange a tow.

Tools that help

OBD-II scan tool with transmission live data and freeze-frame capability
Digital multimeter for solenoid circuit testing

Transmission fluid level gauge and drain pan

Manufacturer service information for fluid specification and relearn procedure

Hydraulic pressure gauge kit for internal testing

AU?O

'S Pr,
(o)
X

S

>
<
pree=tc)

>
Osan 3

General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 2


https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/

AUTO P0896

OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT autoveteran.tech - 21 Oct 2026

| Reading Po89s

P Powertrain: engine, transmission and emissions.

0 Generic (SAE) code: it means the same thing on every OBD-Il vehicle.
8 Transmission.

96 The exact fault within that area.

I Often seen with

P0O700 Transmission Control System Malfunction - P0731 Gear 1 Incorrect Ratio - P0732 Gear 2 Incorrect Ratio
- P0741 Torque Converter Clutch Circuit Performance or Stuck Off - P0897 Transmission Fluid Deteriorated

See it working

Watch the animated explainer on Auto Veteran to see

the parts involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations:
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