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OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT
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autoveteran.tech · 21 Oct 2026

General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 1

GENERIC · POWERTRAIN

P088D
OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC)

P088D

Reverse Inhibit Control Circuit High
P088D indicates that the transmission control module (TCM) has
detected a high voltage condition on the reverse inhibit control circuit,
which is used to prevent accidental engagement of reverse gear under
certain conditions. The circuit is typically controlled by a solenoid or relay,
and a high voltage reading suggests an open circuit, short to power, or a
faulty component.

SYSTEM

Powertrain

CODE TYPE

Generic (all
makes)

SEVERITY

Medium

FIX DIFFICULTY

Intermediate

AREA

Transmission

Symptoms you may notice

• Illumination of the check engine light or transmission warning light

• Often no symptoms besides the warning light

• Inability to shift into reverse gear

• Reverse gear engages harshly or unexpectedly

• Other transmission shift abnormalities or limp mode

• Possible stored trouble codes related to the transmission control system

Common causes, most likely first

1 Faulty reverse inhibit solenoid or actuator

2 Open or shorted wiring in the reverse inhibit control circuit

3 Poor electrical connection at the solenoid or TCM

4 Defective transmission control module (TCM)

5 Blown fuse or relay supplying power to the circuit

6 Internal transmission mechanical issue affecting the reverse inhibit system

How to diagnose and fix it

1 Use a scan tool to verify the code and check for related transmission codes

2 Inspect the wiring harness and connectors for damage, corrosion, or loose pins

3 Test the reverse inhibit solenoid for resistance and function according to manufacturer specifications

4 Check the fuse and relay associated with the reverse inhibit circuit

5 Perform a voltage drop test on the circuit to identify high resistance points

6 If the solenoid and wiring are good, test the TCM for proper output signals

7 Replace the faulty component (solenoid, wiring, or TCM) and clear the code, then verify repair

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p088d/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p088d/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 2

Common Misdiagnosis of Reverse Inhibit Circuit

• A high voltage code often results from an open circuit rather than a short, so checking for broken wires is
crucial before replacing parts.

• The reverse inhibit system may be integrated with the shift lock mechanism, so problems can be mistaken for
a faulty brake switch or shifter assembly.

• Some vehicles use a reverse inhibit solenoid that is part of the valve body; replacing it may require
transmission pan removal and fluid service.

• A weak battery or charging system issue can cause erratic voltage readings that trigger this code, so always
verify battery condition first.

• After repairs, the TCM may need to relearn the reverse inhibit strategy; a simple code clear may not suffice
without a drive cycle.

Can I keep driving with P088D?

If the vehicle drives normally and reverse gear still functions, you can drive cautiously to a repair shop, but

avoid relying on reverse gear for safety-critical maneuvers. If reverse gear is inoperative or shifting is harsh,

stop driving and seek professional diagnosis to prevent transmission damage.

Tools that help

• OBD-II scan tool with transmission code capability

• Digital multimeter

• Wiring diagram for the specific vehicle

• Basic hand tools for trim and connector removal

• Transmission fluid level checker (if applicable)

Reading P088D

P Powertrain: engine, transmission and emissions.

0 Generic (SAE) code: it means the same thing on every OBD-II vehicle.

8 Transmission.

8D The exact fault within that area.

Often seen with

P0700 Transmission Control System Malfunction  ·  P0705 Transmission Range Sensor Circuit Malfunction  · 
P0750 Shift Solenoid 'A'  ·  P088C Reverse Inhibit Control Circuit Low  ·  P088E Planetary Gear Set Failure

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 3

See it working

Watch the animated explainer How a Helicopter Flies: Rotor and Tail in X-Ray on Auto Veteran to see the parts
involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations: https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p088d/

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/how-things-work/how-a-helicopter-flies-rotor-and-tail-in-x-ray/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p088d/

