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OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT
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autoveteran.tech · 21 Oct 2026

General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 1

GENERIC · POWERTRAIN

P0811
OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC)

P0811

Excessive Clutch Slippage
P0811 indicates that the transmission control module (TCM) has detected
excessive slippage in the clutch, meaning the clutch is not transmitting
torque efficiently and is slipping more than expected. The TCM compares
input and output shaft speeds and flags this code when the difference
exceeds a calibrated threshold for a set time.

SYSTEM

Powertrain

CODE TYPE

Generic (all
makes)

SEVERITY

High

FIX DIFFICULTY

Professional

AREA

Transmission

Symptoms you may notice

• Illumination of the check engine light or transmission warning light

• Often no symptoms besides the warning light, especially in early stages

• Noticeable loss of power or sluggish acceleration, particularly when climbing hills or under load

• Slipping sensation during gear changes, with engine RPM flaring without corresponding vehicle speed
increase

• Harsh or delayed engagement when shifting from a stop

• Overheating or burning smell from the transmission area in severe cases

Common causes, most likely first

1 Worn clutch friction material due to normal wear or aggressive driving

2 Low or contaminated transmission fluid, leading to reduced hydraulic pressure and clutch slippage

3 Faulty clutch actuator or solenoid, causing improper clutch engagement

4 Malfunctioning transmission control module (TCM) or faulty wiring to the clutch system

5 Mechanical failure inside the transmission, such as a broken clutch return spring or damaged piston

6 Incorrect transmission fluid level or type, affecting clutch operation

How to diagnose and fix it

1 Check transmission fluid level and condition; top off or replace fluid if low or contaminated

2 Inspect wiring and connectors at the transmission and TCM for corrosion or damage

3 Use a scan tool to read live data and compare input and output shaft speeds to confirm slippage

4 Perform a clutch adaptation or relearn procedure if applicable to the vehicle

5 Test clutch actuator and solenoids for proper operation and replace if faulty

6 Inspect internal transmission components for wear, requiring disassembly and repair or replacement

7 Reprogram or replace the TCM if diagnostics indicate a control module fault

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p0811/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p0811/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 2

Before you replace the transmission

• A low fluid level or a clogged transmission filter can cause P0811 without any internal damage, so always
verify fluid condition first.

• Some vehicles set P0811 when the clutch is near the end of its life, but the code can also appear after a
battery replacement or TCM reset due to lost adaptations.

• A faulty brake pedal switch or wiring can interfere with clutch operation and trigger P0811, so check related
circuits before condemning the clutch.

• In dual-clutch transmissions, P0811 may be caused by a failing mechatronic unit rather than the clutch packs
themselves, leading to unnecessary clutch replacement.

• Driving with P0811 can accelerate clutch wear and lead to complete failure, so address it promptly even if
symptoms are mild.

Can I keep driving with P0811?

It is not safe to continue driving with P0811 because the clutch may fail completely, leaving you stranded or

causing loss of power. Avoid driving until the issue is diagnosed and repaired, especially under heavy loads or

at high speeds.

Tools that help

• OBD-II scan tool with live data capability

• Transmission fluid level dipstick or inspection tool

• Multimeter for electrical testing

• Jack and jack stands or a lift for under-vehicle access

• Wrench set for fluid and component access

Reading P0811

P Powertrain: engine, transmission and emissions.

0 Generic (SAE) code: it means the same thing on every OBD-II vehicle.

8 Transmission.

11 The exact fault within that area.

Often seen with

P0700 Transmission Control System Malfunction  ·  P0730 Incorrect Gear Ratio  ·  P0740 Torque Converter
Clutch Circuit Malfunction  ·  P0810 Clutch Position Control Error  ·  P0812 Reverse Input Circuit

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 3

See it working

Watch the animated explainer Manual Car Driving Simulator: Learn Clutch Control on Auto Veteran to see the
parts involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations: https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p0811/

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/how-things-work/manual-car-driving-simulator-learn-clutch-control/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p0811/

