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OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT

P0572

autoveteran.tech · 21 Oct 2026

General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 1

GENERIC · POWERTRAIN

P0572
OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC)

P0572

Brake Switch 'A' Circuit Low
P0572 means the engine computer has detected a low-voltage condition
on the brake pedal switch 'A' signal circuit, which is the primary input used
to release the torque converter clutch and disengage cruise control. The
computer expects to see battery voltage on this circuit when the brake
pedal is released, and it sets this code when the voltage stays below the
threshold for a calibrated amount of time.

SYSTEM

Powertrain

CODE TYPE

Generic (all
makes)

SEVERITY

Medium

FIX DIFFICULTY

Intermediate

AREA

Vehicle speed,
idle control and
auxiliary inputs

Symptoms you may notice

• The cruise control will not engage or drops out as soon as you press the brake pedal

• The torque converter clutch may stay locked when you brake, causing the engine to shudder or stall as you
come to a stop

• The brake lights may be dim, inoperative, or stuck on depending on how the switch fails

• A warning light on the dashboard and a stored P0572 code in the engine computer

• Often no symptoms besides the warning light, because the brake lights themselves may still work through a
separate switch contact

• On some vehicles the engine may hesitate or idle poorly when the brake pedal is pressed because the
computer cannot confirm the brake input

Common causes, most likely first

1 A failed or misadjusted brake pedal position switch, which is the most common cause of this code

2 A blown fuse that feeds the brake switch circuit, often shared with the brake lights or cruise control

3 Corroded, loose, or damaged wiring and connectors between the brake switch and the engine computer

4 A short to ground on the signal wire, which pulls the voltage low even when the switch is closed

5 A faulty brake switch ground connection at the pedal bracket or chassis

6 A defective engine computer, which is rare but possible after all other causes are ruled out

7 Aftermarket accessories tapped into the brake light circuit that draw down the signal voltage

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p0572/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p0572/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 2

How to diagnose and fix it

1 Check all fuses related to the brake lights and cruise control, and replace any that are blown

2 Inspect the brake pedal switch for proper adjustment and listen for the click of the switch as the pedal moves

3 Disconnect the brake switch connector and check for battery voltage on the feed circuit with the key on

4 Measure resistance on the ground circuit from the brake switch to the chassis and repair any high resistance

5 Back-probe the signal wire at the engine computer and compare voltage with the brake pedal released and
pressed

6 Repair any chafed, corroded, or shorted wiring between the switch and the computer, then clear the code and
retest

7 Replace the brake pedal switch if it fails the voltage and continuity tests, then verify the code does not return

Why brake switch codes fool good technicians

• Many vehicles use a dual-contact brake switch where one contact feeds the brake lights and the other feeds
the computer, so the brake lights can work perfectly while the computer still sets P0572.

• A misadjusted switch that is not fully depressed when the pedal is released will keep the signal circuit low and
set this code even though the switch itself is electrically good.

• Aftermarket LED brake light bulbs or trailer wiring harnesses can back-feed the brake signal circuit and cause
a low-voltage condition that mimics a failed switch.

• The code can be set by a weak battery or charging system problem that drops system voltage below the
threshold during cranking, so always check battery health before replacing parts.

• On some vehicles the brake switch signal is shared with the shifter interlock or stability control system, so a
fault in those circuits can pull the brake signal low and set P0572.

Can I keep driving with P0572?

You can usually drive the vehicle, but avoid using cruise control and be aware that the torque converter clutch

may not release properly, which can cause stalling during braking. Have the fault diagnosed soon, especially if

the brake lights are not working correctly.

Tools that help

• Digital multimeter

• Test light

• Scan tool with live data capability

• Fuse puller

• Wire piercing probes or back-probe kit

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 3

Reading P0572

P Powertrain: engine, transmission and emissions.

0 Generic (SAE) code: it means the same thing on every OBD-II vehicle.

5 Vehicle speed, idle control and auxiliary inputs.

72 The exact fault within that area.

Often seen with

C0040 Left Rear Wheel Speed Sensor Circuit  ·  P0571 Brake Switch 'A' Circuit  ·  P0573 Brake Switch 'A' Circuit
High  ·  P0703 Torque Converter/Brake Switch B Circuit Malfunction  ·  P0724 Brake Switch 'B' Circuit High

See it working

Watch the animated explainer How ABS Works: Anti-Lock Brakes in X-Ray on Auto Veteran to see the parts
involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations: https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p0572/

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/how-things-work/how-abs-works-anti-lock-brakes-in-x-ray/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p0572/

