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AUTO VETERAN
OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT

P052E

autoveteran.tech · 21 Oct 2026

General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 1

GENERIC · POWERTRAIN

P052E
OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC)

P052E

PCV Regulator Valve Performance
P052E indicates that the powertrain control module has detected a
performance fault in the positive crankcase ventilation (PCV) regulator
valve circuit, meaning the valve is not responding or flowing as
commanded. The computer typically compares commanded valve
position or flow against feedback from the valve or crankcase pressure
sensor and sets the code when the two do not match within a calibrated
window.

SYSTEM

Powertrain

CODE TYPE

Generic (all
makes)

SEVERITY

Medium

FIX DIFFICULTY

Intermediate

AREA

Vehicle speed,
idle control and
auxiliary inputs

Symptoms you may notice

• Illumination of the check engine light, often with no other symptoms noticed by the driver

• Rough or unstable idle quality, sometimes accompanied by a slight shake at stoplights

• Increased oil consumption or oil seepage from seals due to crankcase pressure imbalance

• A whistling, hissing, or sucking noise from the engine bay at idle

• Intermittent stalling or hesitation on deceleration

• Possible presence of a secondary lean or rich fuel trim code if crankcase vapors are misdirected

Common causes, most likely first

1 Faulty PCV regulator valve that is stuck open, stuck closed, or has a failed internal diaphragm

2 Clogged or collapsed PCV hose or passage restricting flow to the valve

3 Oil sludge or carbon buildup inside the valve or its passages preventing proper movement

4 Damaged or corroded electrical connector or wiring to the PCV regulator valve

5 Failed crankcase pressure sensor or its reference circuit providing false feedback

6 Software calibration issue in the powertrain control module misinterpreting valve feedback

7 Mechanical engine condition such as excessive blow-by overwhelming the PCV system

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p052e/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p052e/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 2

How to diagnose and fix it

1 Verify the code with a scan tool and check for any related pending or stored codes before touching hardware

2 Inspect the PCV regulator valve connector and wiring for corrosion, chafing, or loose pins

3 Remove and inspect the PCV regulator valve and hoses for sludge, cracks, or blockage, cleaning or replacing
as needed

4 Command the PCV regulator valve with a bidirectional scan tool and observe whether it responds and whether
crankcase pressure changes accordingly

5 Check crankcase pressure with a manometer or pressure gauge against the manufacturer's specification to
confirm a flow problem

6 Test the crankcase pressure sensor signal and reference voltage if the valve responds correctly but the code
persists

7 Clear the code and perform a drive cycle to confirm the repair, rechecking for any return of the fault

What the PCV regulator code really means

• A stuck-open PCV regulator valve can mimic a vacuum leak and set lean fuel trim codes, leading technicians
to replace intake gaskets unnecessarily.

• Many PCV regulator valves are electrically commanded but mechanically controlled by crankcase pressure,
so a valve that clicks on command can still be mechanically failed.

• Oil sludge from infrequent oil changes is a leading cause of PCV regulator performance codes, especially on
engines with tight oil drain intervals.

• A failing crankcase pressure sensor can report plausible but incorrect values, causing the module to condemn
a healthy PCV regulator valve.

• Aftermarket PCV valves with incorrect flow characteristics are a common cause of repeat P052E codes even
after replacement.

Can I keep driving with P052E?

The vehicle is generally safe to drive short distances to a repair shop, but avoid prolonged driving because a

failed PCV regulator can cause oil seals to leak or allow unmetered air into the engine. If you notice rough

running, oil smoke, or a whistling noise, have it inspected promptly.

Tools that help

• OBD-II scan tool with bidirectional control capability

• Hand vacuum pump or manometer for crankcase pressure testing

• Basic hand tools including screwdrivers, pliers, and socket set

• Digital multimeter for circuit and sensor testing

• Flashlight and inspection mirror for hose and valve inspection

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
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Reading P052E

P Powertrain: engine, transmission and emissions.

0 Generic (SAE) code: it means the same thing on every OBD-II vehicle.

5 Vehicle speed, idle control and auxiliary inputs.

2E The exact fault within that area.

Often seen with

P0171 System Too Lean (Bank 1)  ·  P0172 System Too Rich (Bank 1)  ·  P0441 EVAP System Incorrect Purge
Flow  ·  P0507 Idle Control System RPM Higher Than Expected  ·  P2187 System Too Lean at Idle (Bank 1)

See it working

Watch the animated explainer Four-Stroke Engine Cutaway: Intake to Exhaust on Auto Veteran to see the
parts involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations: https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p052e/

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/how-things-work/four-stroke-engine-cutaway-intake-to-exhaust/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p052e/

