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OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT

P0524

autoveteran.tech · 22 Oct 2026

General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 1

GENERIC · POWERTRAIN

P0524
OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC)

P0524

Engine Oil Pressure Too Low
P0524 is a generic powertrain code indicating that the engine control
module (ECM) has detected oil pressure below the manufacturer's
specified minimum for the current operating conditions. The ECM
monitors the oil pressure sensor circuit and compares the actual pressure
reading against expected values; when the pressure stays too low for a
calibrated time, it commands the oil pressure warning light and stores this
code.

SYSTEM

Powertrain

CODE TYPE

Generic (all
makes)

SEVERITY

High

FIX DIFFICULTY

Professional

AREA

Vehicle speed,
idle control and
auxiliary inputs

Symptoms you may notice

• Oil pressure warning light illuminated on the dashboard, often accompanied by a chime or message.

• Engine may enter limp mode or reduced power mode to protect internal components.

• Ticking, knocking, or tapping noises from the engine, especially at idle or under load.

• Illumination of the check engine light (malfunction indicator lamp) in addition to the oil pressure warning.

• Often no symptoms besides the warning light, particularly if the pressure sensor is faulty rather than actual low
pressure.

Common causes, most likely first

1 Low engine oil level due to leaks, consumption, or improper filling.

2 Faulty oil pressure sensor or damaged sensor wiring/connector.

3 Wrong viscosity oil or severely degraded oil that thins out at operating temperature.

4 Clogged oil filter or restricted oil passages/sludge buildup.

5 Worn engine bearings or a failing oil pump reducing pressure.

6 Sticking or faulty oil pressure relief valve.

7 Electrical issues in the oil pressure sensor circuit, such as a short to ground or open circuit.

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p0524/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p0524/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 2

How to diagnose and fix it

1 Check engine oil level with the dipstick and top up if low; inspect for obvious leaks.

2 Verify oil condition and viscosity; change oil and filter if overdue or contaminated.

3 Test the oil pressure sensor and its wiring for proper voltage and resistance according to the service manual.

4 Perform a mechanical oil pressure test with a known-good gauge to confirm actual pressure versus sensor
reading.

5 Inspect oil passages and filter for restrictions; replace filter if clogged.

6 If mechanical pressure is low, inspect oil pump, relief valve, and engine bearings for wear.

7 Repair or replace faulty sensor, wiring, or oil pump as diagnosed.

What a low oil pressure code really tells you

• A faulty oil pressure sensor is a common cause of P0524, so always verify actual oil pressure with a
mechanical gauge before replacing major components.

• The code can set intermittently due to a loose sensor connector or chafed wire, especially after engine work or
in high-vibration areas.

• Using the wrong oil viscosity or a low-quality filter can cause pressure to drop below specification, triggering
the code even when the engine is mechanically sound.

• On some vehicles, P0524 may be accompanied by other codes like P0520 or P0521, which can help pinpoint
whether the issue is electrical or mechanical.

• Never ignore P0524; if actual oil pressure is low, continued driving can destroy the engine within minutes, so
confirm pressure immediately.

Can I keep driving with P0524?

If the oil pressure warning light is on, stop driving as soon as it is safe and check the oil level; if it is not low,

have the vehicle towed to avoid catastrophic engine damage. Do not continue driving with low oil pressure,

even for short distances.

Tools that help

• Oil pressure test gauge kit

• Digital multimeter

• Socket and wrench set

• Oil filter wrench

• Scan tool with live data capability

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
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Reading P0524

P Powertrain: engine, transmission and emissions.

0 Generic (SAE) code: it means the same thing on every OBD-II vehicle.

5 Vehicle speed, idle control and auxiliary inputs.

24 The exact fault within that area.

Often seen with

P0520 Engine Oil Pressure Sensor/Switch Circuit Malfunction  ·  P0521 Engine Oil Pressure Sensor/Switch
Circuit Range/Performance  ·  P0522 Engine Oil Pressure Sensor/Switch Circuit Low Voltage  ·  P0523 Engine Oil
Pressure Sensor/Switch Circuit High Voltage  ·  P0525 Cruise Control Servo Control Circuit Range/Performance

See it working

Watch the animated explainer Excavator Simulator: Hydraulics You Can Operate on Auto Veteran to see the
parts involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations: https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p0524/

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/how-things-work/excavator-simulator-hydraulics-you-can-operate/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p0524/

