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OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT autoveteran.tech - 21 Oct 2026

GENERIC - POWERTRAIN

Ignition H Control Signal Circuit Low

P 03 6 E PO36E indicates that the powertrain control module (PCM) has detected
an abnormally low voltage on the ignition coil control circuit for cylinder

OIEIDX] RIACENOSTIC TROUELE CoI= (e 14, which is part of the ignition system responsible for firing the spark

plug. The PCM monitors this circuit and expects to see a voltage within a

specific range when the coil is commanded on or off; a low signal
suggests a short to ground, an open circuit, or a faulty coil driver.

SYSTEM CODE TYPE SEVERITY FIX DIFFICULTY AREA
Powertrain Generic (all Intermediate Ignition system
makes) and misfire

Symptoms you may notice
llluminated check engine light (malfunction indicator lamp) on the dashboard
Engine misfire, often noticeable as rough idle, hesitation, or stumbling during acceleration
Reduced engine power or limp mode in some vehicles
Shaking or vibration felt through the steering wheel or seat

Often no symptoms besides the warning light, especially if the misfire is intermittent

Common causes, most likely first

Faulty ignition coil on cylinder 14 (internal short or open)

Damaged or corroded wiring harness or connector at the ignition coil

Short to ground in the ignition coil control circuit

Open circuit in the ignition coil control circuit (broken wire or poor connection)
Failed driver circuit inside the powertrain control module (PCM)

Loose or damaged ground connection for the ignition coll

Aftermarket or incorrect spark plugs causing excessive resistance and coil stress
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How to diagnose and fix it

Scan all modules for stored and pending codes, and record freeze-frame data to understand when the fault
occurs

Visually inspect the ignition coil, connector, and wiring for cylinder 14 for damage, corrosion, or loose pins

Perform a resistance test on the ignition coil primary and secondary circuits, comparing to manufacturer
specifications

Check for continuity and short to ground on the control circuit between the PCM and the ignition caoil
Swap the ignition coil from cylinder 14 with a known-good coil from another cylinder to see if the misfire moves
Test the PCM driver circuit with a noid light or oscilloscope to confirm proper signal output

Repair or replace the faulty component (coil, wiring, connector, or PCM) and clear codes to verify the fix

Don't overlook the coil driver circuit
A low signal on the ignition control circuit often results from a short to ground in the wiring, which can be
caused by chafed insulation against a metal bracket or engine component.

The code may set intermittently due to heat or vibration, so a wiggle test of the harness while monitoring live
data can reveal a marginal connection that a static test misses.

Replacing the ignition coil without checking the control circuit can lead to repeat failures if the underlying wiring
or PCM driver issue is not addressed.

Some vehicles use a single coil per cylinder, while others use a coil-on-plug design; the diagnostic approach is
similar, but connector and pin locations vary, so always consult the specific service information.

A faulty spark plug with excessive gap can increase resistance and stress the coil, eventually causing a low
signal code; always inspect plugs when diagnosing ignition coil codes.

Can | keep driving with PO36E?

Driving with PO36E is generally not recommended because a misfire can damage the catalytic converter and
reduce engine performance. If the check engine light is flashing, stop driving immediately and seek repairs;
otherwise, drive cautiously to a repair shop, avoiding heavy loads and high speeds.

Tools that help

OBD-II scan tool with live data and misfire counters

Digital multimeter (DMM) for voltage, resistance, and continuity tests
Oscilloscope (optional but helpful for signal analysis)

Noid light or test light for driver circuit testing

Basic hand tools (socket set, screwdrivers, pliers)

Service information or wiring diagrams for the specific vehicle
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| Reading Po36E

P Powertrain: engine, transmission and emissions.

0 Generic (SAE) code: it means the same thing on every OBD-Il vehicle.
3 Ignition system and misfire.

6E The exact fault within that area.

I Often seen with

P0300 Random/Multiple Cylinder Misfire Detected - P0301 Cylinder 1 Misfire Detected - P0351 Ignition Coil A
Primary/Secondary Circuit Malfunction - P0352 Ignition Coil B Primary/Secondary Circuit Malfunction - P0353
Ignition Coil C Primary/Secondary Circuit Malfunction

See it working

Watch the animated explainer on Auto Veteran to see the
parts involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations:
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