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OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT

P0212

autoveteran.tech · 21 Oct 2026

General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 1

GENERIC · POWERTRAIN

P0212
OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC)

P0212

Injector Circuit/Open - Cylinder 12
P0212 is a generic OBD-II code indicating that the powertrain control
module (PCM) has detected an open circuit or excessive resistance in the
fuel injector circuit for cylinder 12. The PCM commands the injector on
and monitors the electrical feedback; when the expected current does not
flow, it flags the circuit as open and stores this code.

SYSTEM

Powertrain

CODE TYPE

Generic (all
makes)

SEVERITY

Medium

FIX DIFFICULTY

Intermediate

AREA

Fuel and air
metering (injector
circuits)

Symptoms you may notice

• Illuminated check engine light, often with no other noticeable symptoms besides the warning light

• Rough idle or misfire that may be more pronounced when the engine is cold

• Noticeable loss of power and reduced fuel economy due to a dead cylinder

• Engine vibration or shaking, especially under acceleration or load

• In some cases, a rich or lean fuel smell from the exhaust if the injector is stuck open or closed

Common causes, most likely first

1 Failed fuel injector with an open internal coil winding

2 Damaged or disconnected electrical connector at the injector

3 Broken, chafed, or corroded wiring in the injector circuit between the PCM and the injector

4 Open circuit in the shared power or ground circuit feeding the injector

5 Faulty powertrain control module (PCM) driver for that injector (rare but possible)

6 Corrosion or poor terminal tension at the PCM connector

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p0212/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p0212/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 2

How to diagnose and fix it

1 Perform a visual inspection of the cylinder 12 injector connector and wiring for damage, corrosion, or
looseness

2 Use a noid light or injector pulse tester to confirm whether the PCM is commanding the injector and whether
the circuit is complete

3 Measure the resistance of the injector with a multimeter and compare it to the manufacturer's specification; an
open winding confirms a failed injector

4 Check for continuity and voltage drop across the injector circuit from the PCM to the injector, repairing any
open or high-resistance wiring

5 Inspect and clean the PCM connector terminals for cylinder 12 injector control, looking for corrosion or
backed-out pins

6 If the circuit and injector test good, substitute a known-good injector or use a lab scope to verify the PCM
driver signal before condemning the PCM

7 Clear the code and perform a road test to confirm the repair and ensure the code does not return

When the injector is not the culprit

• A loose or corroded connector at the injector is a far more common cause of P0212 than a failed injector itself,
so always inspect the plug before replacing parts.

• The shared power feed or ground for the injector bank can open and set this code on cylinder 12 even though
the injector and its individual signal wire test fine.

• On engines with cylinder deactivation or multiple banks, a P0212 may be accompanied by codes for other
cylinders on the same circuit, pointing to a common wiring fault rather than a single injector.

• A noid light that does not blink does not automatically mean a bad PCM; verify power and ground at the
injector connector first, because a blown fuse or open ground will mimic a failed driver.

• After any injector replacement, check the fuel injector O-rings and seals for leaks or vacuum leaks that can
cause a misfire unrelated to the electrical circuit.

Can I keep driving with P0212?

You can usually drive the vehicle short distances to a repair shop, but avoid heavy acceleration or towing

because the dead cylinder can overheat the catalytic converter and cause further damage. If the engine is

running very rough or flashing the check engine light, stop driving and have it towed.

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 3

Tools that help

• OBD-II scan tool

• Digital multimeter

• Noid light or injector pulse tester

• Automotive stethoscope or listening device

• Wire terminal pick and electrical contact cleaner

• Factory service information for injector resistance specifications and wiring diagrams

Reading P0212

P Powertrain: engine, transmission and emissions.

0 Generic (SAE) code: it means the same thing on every OBD-II vehicle.

2 Fuel and air metering (injector circuits).

12 The exact fault within that area.

Often seen with

P0200 Injector Circuit Malfunction  ·  P0211 Injector Circuit/Open - Cylinder 11  ·  P0213 Cold Start Injector 1  · 
P0300 Random/Multiple Cylinder Misfire Detected  ·  P0302 Cylinder 2 Misfire Detected

See it working

Watch the animated explainer Inline-Four Engine X-Ray: Firing Order 1-3-4-2 on Auto Veteran to see the parts
involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations: https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p0212/

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/how-things-work/inline-four-engine-x-ray-firing-order-1-3-4-2/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/p0212/

