AUTO POOBE

OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT autoveteran.tech - 22 Oct 2026

GENERIC - POWERTRAIN

Mass or Volume Air Flow B Circuit

POOB - Range/Performance - Air Flow Too Low

POOBE indicates that the powertrain control module (PCM) has detected
a range or performance problem with the 'B' mass or volume air flow
(MAF) sensor circuit, specifically that the calculated air flow is too low
compared to expected values. The PCM monitors the MAF sensor signal
and cross-checks it against other inputs like throttle position and engine
speed; when the signal falls outside the expected range for the current
operating conditions, it sets this code.

OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC)

SYSTEM CODE TYPE SEVERITY FIX DIFFICULTY AREA
Powertrain Generic (all Intermediate Fuel and air
makes) metering and
auxiliary emission
controls

Symptoms you may notice

lllumination of the check engine light (malfunction indicator lamp).

Often no symptoms besides the warning light, especially if the fault is intermittent.
Reduced engine performance, such as hesitation or lack of power during acceleration.
Rough idle or stalling when coming to a stop.

Poor fuel economy or rich-running conditions due to inaccurate air flow measurement.

Delayed transmission shifts or harsh shifting in some vehicles as the PCM adjusts based on faulty air flow
data.

Common causes, most likely first

Contaminated or dirty MAF sensor sensing element, often from oiled air filters or debris.

Intake air leaks between the MAF sensor and the throttle body, allowing unmetered air into the engine.
Faulty MAF sensor 'B' circuit wiring, including open circuits, high resistance, or poor connections.
Failed MAF sensor itself, where the sensing element or internal electronics degrade.

Restricted air intake, such as a clogged air filter or collapsed intake hose, reducing actual air flow.
Issues with the sensor's reference voltage or ground circuit, affecting signal accuracy.

Rarely, a PCM calibration issue or internal PCM fault causing misinterpretation of the MAF signal.
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How to diagnose and fix it

1 Inspect the air intake system for leaks, cracks, or loose clamps between the MAF sensor and throttle body,

and repair as needed.

2  Check the air filter and intake for restrictions; replace a clogged filter and remove any blockages.

3 Clean the MAF sensor sensing element with a dedicated MAF cleaner, following the manufacturer's

procedure, and re-test.

4 Perform a visual inspection and continuity test of the MAF sensor 'B' circuit wiring and connectors; repair any

damaged wires or poor connections.

5 Use a scan tool to view live MAF sensor data and compare it to expected values at idle and during

acceleration; if readings are low, suspect the sensor.

6  Test the MAF sensor with a multimeter for proper reference voltage and signal output; replace the sensor if it

fails the test.

7 After repairs, clear the diagnostic trouble codes (DTCs) and verify the fix by performing a drive cycle to ensure

the code does not return.

Common MAF 'B' Circuit Pitfalls
A dirty MAF sensor is frequently the culprit, but cleaning it is often overlooked in favor of replacement; always
try cleaning first if contamination is suspected.

Intake leaks after the MAF sensor can cause low air flow readings because unmetered air enters the engine,
so smoke testing the intake is a smart diagnostic step.

The 'B' circuit designation may refer to a secondary sensor in some vehicles, so consult the specific repair
information for the vehicle to locate the correct sensor and wiring.

A restricted air filter or collapsed intake hose can mimic a faulty MAF sensor, so always check for physical
restrictions before condemning the sensor.

In some cases, a faulty MAF sensor can cause transmission shift issues because the PCM uses air flow data
for shift scheduling, leading to misdiagnosis of transmission problems.

Can | keep driving with POOBE?

It is generally safe to drive with this code if the vehicle is running normally, but avoid aggressive acceleration or
heavy loads until the issue is diagnosed. If you experience significant performance loss, stalling, or the check
engine light begins flashing, stop driving and seek professional assistance immediately.

Tools that help

OBD-II scan tool with live data capability
Digital multimeter

MAF sensor cleaner

Basic hand tools (screwdrivers, socket set) Ao

Smoke machine (for intake leak testing)
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| Reading PooBE

P Powertrain: engine, transmission and emissions.

0 Generic (SAE) code: it means the same thing on every OBD-Il vehicle.
0 Fuel and air metering and auxiliary emission controls.

BE The exact fault within that area.

I Often seen with

POOBD Mass or Volume Air Flow A Circuit Range/Performance - Air FI - P0101 Mass/VVolume Air Flow Circuit
Range/Performance - P0102 Mass/Volume Air Flow Circuit Low Input - P0103 Mass/Volume Air Flow Circuit
High Input - P0171 System Too Lean (Bank 1)

See it working

Watch the animated explainer on Auto Veteran to see the
parts involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations:
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