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OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT autoveteran.tech - 22 Oct 2026

NISSAN - POWERTRAIN

Throttle Position Higher Than Expected

P 1 1 2 2 P1122 on a Nissan means the engine control module (ECM) has

calculated that the throttle position sensor signal is higher than it should
OIEIDX] RIACENOSTIC TROUELE CoI= (e be for the current operating conditions, indicating the throttle plate is
being reported as more open than commanded. The ECM compares the
throttle position sensor voltage against expected values from the
accelerator pedal position and mass airflow sensor, and sets this code
when the signal exceeds the calibrated threshold.

SYSTEM CODE TYPE SEVERITY FIX DIFFICULTY AREA
Powertrain Nissan specific Intermediate Fuel and air
metering

Symptoms you may notice

llluminated check engine light, often with no other noticeable symptoms

Reduced engine power or limp mode, limiting acceleration

Poor fuel economy due to the ECM enriching the mixture based on a falsely high throttle reading
Unstable or high idle speed

Hesitation or stumble during acceleration

In rare cases, the engine may stall or refuse to start

Common causes, most likely first

Dirty or carbon-fouled throttle body causing the plate to rest slightly open

Faulty throttle position sensor (TPS) or accelerator pedal position sensor

Wiring damage or poor connection at the TPS or throttle body connector

Sticking or binding throttle plate or linkage

Intake air leak downstream of the throttle body, confusing the ECM's airflow calculation
Failed or contaminated mass airflow sensor (MAF) sending skewed readings

ECM software calibration issue or internal fault (less common)
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How to diagnose and fix it
Inspect the throttle body for carbon buildup and clean it with throttle body cleaner, then perform a throttle
relearn procedure
Check the TPS and accelerator pedal position sensor connectors for corrosion, loose pins, or damaged wiring

Measure TPS voltage with a scan tool or multimeter and compare to specification through the full throttle
range

Check for intake air leaks between the MAF sensor and throttle body using a smoke test or carb cleaner
Clean or replace the mass airflow sensor if readings are inconsistent with actual airflow
Perform a throttle position sensor relearn or idle air volume relearn using a scan tool

If all else fails, reprogram or replace the ECM after confirming all sensors and wiring are good

Why a clean throttle body often fixes P1122
Carbon buildup on the throttle plate is the most common cause on high-mileage Nissan engines, and a simple
cleaning with a relearn often resolves the code without replacing any parts.

A dirty mass airflow sensor can skew the ECM's airflow calculation and cause it to interpret a normal TPS
signal as too high, so always check MAF readings before condemning the TPS.

After cleaning or replacing the throttle body, a throttle position relearn procedure is mandatory on many Nissan
models; skipping it will cause the code to return immediately.

P1122 can be set by a loose or cracked intake tube between the MAF and throttle body, which lets unmetered
air in and confuses the ECM's throttle expectations.

Do not assume the TPS is faulty just because this code is stored; the sensor is often the victim of a
mechanical issue like a sticking throttle plate or a wiring fault.

Can | keep driving with P1122?

You can usually drive the vehicle to a repair shop, but avoid aggressive acceleration or heavy loads because
the ECM may be limiting power and the engine could enter limp mode. If the vehicle stalls or loses power
suddenly, pull over safely and arrange a tow.

Tools that help

OBD-II scan tool with live data capability
Digital multimeter

Throttle body cleaner and shop rags
Basic socket and wrench set

Smoke machine or carb cleaner for intake leak testing
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| Reading P1122

P Powertrain: engine, transmission and emissions.

1 Manufacturer-specific code (Nissan): its meaning depends on the make.
1 Fuel and air metering.

22 The exact fault within that area.

I Often seen with

P1123 Long Term Fuel Trim Add Air Bank 1 System Too Rich - P1121 Oxygen Sensor Heater Circuit Bank 2
Sensor 2 Short To Ground - P1121 Accelerator Pedal Position Sensor Range Performance Problem - P1121
Neutral Position Switch Circuit Low Input AT Vehicles - P1121 Throttle Position Lower Than Expected - P1121
Throttle Position Sensor Signal Not Consistent With Mass Air - P1123 Throttle Position Stuck Open - P1123
Long Term Fuel Trim Adaptive Air System Low - P1121 Pedal Position Sensor A Circuit Range Performance -
P1123 Pedal Position Sensor A Circuit High Input - P1121 Throttle Position Lower Than Expected - P1121
Throttle Position Sensor Out of Range - P1121 Throttle Position Sensor Inconsistent with Mass Air Flow Sen -
P1123 Throttle Position Sensor In Range But Higher Than Expected - P1121 TP Sensor Circuit Intermittent High
Voltage - P1121 Pedal Position Sensor 1 Range Performance Problem - P1123 Pedal Position Sensor 1 High
Input - P2135 Throttle/Pedal Position Sensor A/B Voltage Correlation - P0121 Throttle Position Sensor A Circuit
Range/Performance - P0507 Idle Control System RPM Higher Than Expected

See it working

Watch the animated explainer on Auto Veteran to see the
parts involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations:
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