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OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT

P1203 · Jaguar

autoveteran.tech · 21 Oct 2026

General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 1

JAGUAR · POWERTRAIN

P1203
OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC)

P1203 · Jaguar

Cylinder 3 Injector Circuit Open/Shorted
P1203 on a Jaguar means the engine control module (ECM) has detected
an open circuit or a short to ground or power in the electrical path for
cylinder 3's fuel injector. The ECM commands the injector to fire but sees
an unexpected voltage on the control circuit, so it flags the fault and may
disable that injector to protect the driver circuitry.

SYSTEM

Powertrain

CODE TYPE

Jaguar specific

SEVERITY

Medium

FIX DIFFICULTY

Intermediate

AREA

Fuel and air
metering (injector
circuits)

Symptoms you may notice

• Illuminated check engine light, often with no other noticeable symptoms

• Rough idle or misfire that is most pronounced at idle and low engine speeds

• Noticeable loss of power and sluggish acceleration under load

• Shaking or vibration from the engine bay, especially when cold

• A faint fuel smell from the exhaust if the injector is stuck open or not firing

• In rare cases, the engine may enter limp mode or stall when coming to a stop

Common causes, most likely first

1 Damaged or chafed injector wiring harness near the cylinder 3 injector connector

2 Corroded, loose, or water-infiltrated electrical connector at the cylinder 3 injector

3 Failed cylinder 3 fuel injector with an open internal coil

4 Short to ground or short to power in the injector control circuit between the ECM and the injector

5 Faulty engine control module (ECM) driver for cylinder 3 (less common but possible)

6 Rodent damage or heat-related insulation breakdown on the injector harness

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/jaguar-p1203/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/jaguar-p1203/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 2

How to diagnose and fix it

1 Perform a visual inspection of the cylinder 3 injector connector and harness for chafing, corrosion, or loose
pins

2 Disconnect the cylinder 3 injector and measure its resistance with a multimeter; compare to the other injectors

3 With the injector disconnected, check for battery voltage on the supply side of the connector with the key on

4 Check the control circuit for a short to ground or short to power using a multimeter and wiring diagram

5 Perform a wiggle test on the harness while monitoring injector pulse with a noid light or oscilloscope

6 If wiring and connector are good, swap the cylinder 3 injector with a known-good injector from another cylinder
and see if the fault moves

7 If the fault persists after all electrical checks, test the ECM driver circuit or consult a Jaguar specialist for ECM
diagnosis

What a P1203 on a Jaguar really tells you

• A P1203 does not always mean the injector itself has failed; chafed wiring near the cylinder 3 injector is a very
common cause on Jaguars with age-related insulation breakdown.

• The ECM may disable the cylinder 3 injector when it detects a fault, so the engine can run roughly even if the
injector is mechanically fine; always clear the code and retest after repairs.

• Water intrusion into the injector connector, often from a degraded engine cover seal or cowl drain, can set this
code without any visible harness damage until the connector is opened.

• Swapping the injector to another cylinder is the quickest way to rule out the injector versus the wiring, but the
ECM may need a relearn or adaptation reset on some Jaguar models after the swap.

• A shorted injector can sometimes damage the ECM driver, so ignoring a P1203 for too long may turn a cheap
wiring repair into an expensive module replacement.

Can I keep driving with P1203?

You can usually drive the car short distances to a repair shop, but avoid heavy acceleration and long trips

because a misfiring cylinder can overheat the catalytic converter and waste fuel. If the engine is shaking badly

or the check engine light is flashing, stop driving and have the vehicle towed.

Tools that help

• OBD-II scan tool with live data capability

• Digital multimeter

• Noid light or oscilloscope for injector pulse testing

• Socket set and trim removal tools for accessing the injector

• Wiring diagram for the specific Jaguar model

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 3

Reading P1203

P Powertrain: engine, transmission and emissions.

1 Manufacturer-specific code (Jaguar): its meaning depends on the make.

2 Fuel and air metering (injector circuits).

03 The exact fault within that area.

Often seen with

P1204 Cylinder 4 Fuel Injector Circuit Electrical Malfunction  ·  P1201 Cylinder 1 Fuel Injector Circuit Electrical
Malfunction  ·  P1202 Cylinder 2 Fuel Injector Circuit Electrical Malfunction  ·  P1204 Cylinder 4 Misfire  ·  P1201
Cylinder 1 Misfire  ·  P1202 Cylinder 2 Misfire  ·  P1204 Cylinder 4 Injector Circuit Open/Shorted  ·  P1201 Cylinder
1 Injector Circuit Open/Shorted  ·  P1202 Cylinder 2 Injector Circuit Open/Shorted  ·  P1201 Cylinder 1 Misfire  · 
P1204 Cylinder 4 Misfire  ·  P1202 Cylinder 2 Misfire  ·  P1202 Alternative Fuel Gas Mass Sensor Circuit Low
Frequency  ·  P1201 Alternative Fuel Gas Mass Sensor Circuit Range Performance  ·  P1202 (Alternative Fuel)
Gas Mass Sensor Circuit Low Frequency  ·  P1201 (Alternative Fuel) Gas Mass Sensor Circuit
Range/Performance  ·  P0203 Injector Circuit Malfunction - Cylinder 3  ·  P0303 Cylinder 3 Misfire Detected

See it working

Watch the animated explainer How a Manual Transmission Works: Four-Speed Cutaway on Auto Veteran to
see the parts involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations: https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/jaguar-p1203/

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/how-things-work/how-a-manual-transmission-works-four-speed-cutaway/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/jaguar-p1203/

