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AUTO VETERAN
OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT

P1574 · GM

autoveteran.tech · 22 Oct 2026

General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 1

GM · POWERTRAIN

P1574
OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC)

P1574 · GM

Stoplamp Switch Circuit
P1574 on GM vehicles indicates that the powertrain control module
(PCM) has detected an implausible signal from the stoplamp switch
circuit, which is used to inform the computer when the brake pedal is
pressed. The PCM expects a specific voltage pattern when the brake
pedal is released and pressed, and this code sets when the signal does
not match the expected state, often due to a faulty switch, wiring issue, or
misadjusted pedal.

SYSTEM

Powertrain

CODE TYPE

GM specific

SEVERITY

Medium

FIX DIFFICULTY

Intermediate

AREA

Vehicle speed,
idle control and
auxiliary inputs

Symptoms you may notice

• The check engine light or service vehicle soon light illuminates on the dashboard.

• Often no symptoms besides the warning light, and the vehicle drives normally.

• The brake lights may fail to illuminate when the brake pedal is pressed.

• The brake lights may stay on continuously even when the pedal is released.

• Cruise control may become inoperative or disengage unexpectedly.

• The transmission may shift harshly or fail to engage overdrive due to incorrect brake input.

• The engine may hesitate or stall when coming to a stop if the PCM misinterprets the brake signal.

Common causes, most likely first

1 Faulty stoplamp switch (brake pedal position switch) that has worn contacts or internal failure.

2 Misadjusted or loose stoplamp switch mounting, causing incorrect signal to the PCM.

3 Damaged or corroded wiring or connectors in the stoplamp switch circuit, including the ground circuit.

4 Blown fuse that supplies power to the stoplamp switch circuit.

5 Brake pedal assembly wear or binding that prevents the switch from actuating properly.

6 Aftermarket accessories (e.g., trailer wiring, alarm systems) improperly tapped into the brake light circuit.

7 PCM software issue or internal fault, though this is less common and should be diagnosed last.

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/gm-p1574/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/gm-p1574/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 2

How to diagnose and fix it

1 Check for any aftermarket wiring or accessories tapped into the brake light circuit and disconnect them
temporarily to see if the code returns.

2 Inspect the stoplamp switch fuse and replace if blown, then clear the code and test.

3 Visually inspect the stoplamp switch and its connector for damage, corrosion, or loose pins; clean or repair as
needed.

4 Test the stoplamp switch operation with a multimeter or scan tool to verify it toggles correctly when the brake
pedal is pressed and released.

5 Adjust or replace the stoplamp switch according to GM service procedures, ensuring proper contact with the
brake pedal arm.

6 Check the wiring harness for continuity and shorts between the switch, PCM, and ground; repair any damaged
wires.

7 If all else fails, reprogram the PCM or replace it only after confirming the switch and wiring are functioning
correctly.

Common Misdiagnosis Traps for P1574

• A misadjusted stoplamp switch is a frequent cause that many technicians overlook; the switch may click but
not make electrical contact at the correct pedal position.

• Aftermarket LED brake light bulbs or trailer wiring can alter the current draw and cause the PCM to set P1574
even when the switch is good.

• The stoplamp switch circuit often shares power with the cruise control and shift interlock systems, so a failure
there can cause multiple symptoms beyond brake lights.

• A weak or failing battery or charging system can cause voltage spikes that mimic a faulty stoplamp switch
signal, so always check battery health first.

• On some GM models, the stoplamp switch is part of a multifunction assembly that also includes the clutch
pedal switch on manual transmission vehicles, leading to confusion.

Can I keep driving with P1574?

You can generally drive with P1574, but be aware that brake lights may not function correctly, which is a safety

hazard. Avoid driving if brake lights are inoperative, and have the issue diagnosed promptly to prevent

potential transmission or cruise control problems.

Tools that help

• OBD-II scan tool with live data capability

• Digital multimeter

• Test light

• Socket set and trim removal tools

• GM service information for switch adjustment specifications

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 3

Reading P1574

P Powertrain: engine, transmission and emissions.

1 Manufacturer-specific code (GM): its meaning depends on the make.

5 Vehicle speed, idle control and auxiliary inputs.

74 The exact fault within that area.

Often seen with

P0571 Brake Switch 'A' Circuit  ·  P0572 Brake Switch 'A' Circuit Low  ·  P0573 Brake Switch 'A' Circuit High  · 
P0703 Torque Converter/Brake Switch B Circuit Malfunction  ·  P0724 Brake Switch 'B' Circuit High

See it working

Watch the animated explainer How a Supercharger Works: Roots Blower in X-Ray on Auto Veteran to see the
parts involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations: https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/gm-p1574/

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/how-things-work/how-a-supercharger-works-roots-blower-in-x-ray/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/gm-p1574/

