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OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT

P1227 · Ford

autoveteran.tech · 22 Oct 2026

General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 1

FORD · POWERTRAIN

P1227
OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC)

P1227 · Ford

Wastegate Failed Closed Over Pressure
P1227 on Ford vehicles means the powertrain control module (PCM)
commanded the turbocharger wastegate to open and relieve boost, but
the engine still produced more manifold pressure than the calibrated limit
for that operating point. The PCM compares desired boost against actual
boost from the manifold absolute pressure (MAP) sensor and flags this
code when the wastegate appears stuck closed and overboost occurs.

SYSTEM

Powertrain

CODE TYPE

Ford specific

SEVERITY

High

FIX DIFFICULTY

Professional

AREA

Fuel and air
metering (injector
circuits)

Symptoms you may notice

• Check engine light or wrench light illuminated, often with no other noticeable symptoms

• Reduced engine power or limp mode triggered by the PCM to protect the turbo and engine

• Brief overboost feel followed by a sudden cut in power during hard acceleration

• Audible pinging or detonation under load if overboost is severe

• Black smoke or rich exhaust smell from over-fueling during overboost protection

• Turbocharger surge or fluttering noise when lifting off the throttle

Common causes, most likely first

1 Wastegate actuator rod seized or binding, holding the wastegate puck closed

2 Wastegate control solenoid (boost control solenoid) stuck closed or failed electrically

3 Vacuum or pressure hose to the wastegate actuator cracked, disconnected, or restricted

4 Carbon buildup on the wastegate flapper or turbine housing preventing the puck from opening

5 Faulty MAP sensor or boost pressure sensor reporting higher pressure than actual

6 PCM calibration or wiring issue in the wastegate control circuit

7 Aftermarket tuner or boost controller holding the wastegate closed beyond factory limits

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/ford-p1227/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/ford-p1227/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 2

How to diagnose and fix it

1 Scan all modules for stored and pending codes and record freeze-frame data for P1227

2 Inspect the wastegate actuator linkage and flapper for free movement and carbon binding

3 Pressure-test the wastegate actuator with a hand vacuum pump to confirm it opens at the specified pressure

4 Check the boost control solenoid for correct resistance, supply voltage, and commanded duty cycle

5 Inspect all vacuum and pressure hoses between the solenoid, actuator, and intake for cracks or blockage

6 Compare MAP sensor readings to a known-good gauge or scan tool live data at key-on and under boost

7 Verify PCM calibration is current and inspect the wastegate control circuit for chafed or corroded wiring

Wastegate overboost traps on Ford EcoBoost engines

• A wastegate that is carboned shut often moves freely by hand when cold but binds once the turbine housing
heats up, so a cold-engine wiggle test can pass a failing unit.

• The boost control solenoid can pass an electrical resistance check and still stick mechanically, so command it
with a scan tool and watch actuator movement rather than trusting ohms alone.

• A leaking or restricted hose on the actuator reference line can mimic a stuck-closed wastegate because the
actuator never sees the pressure needed to open the puck.

• Aftermarket cold air intakes and tuners that alter boost targets are a common cause of P1227 on modified
Fords, and the code may return until the calibration is corrected.

• P1227 does not always mean the turbocharger itself is bad; the PCM, solenoid, hoses, and actuator are all
upstream of the turbo and are more frequent failures.

Can I keep driving with P1227?

Avoid hard acceleration and sustained boost until the fault is repaired, because repeated overboost can

damage the turbocharger, head gasket, and pistons. If the vehicle is in limp mode, drive gently to a safe

location and arrange diagnosis rather than continuing normal driving.

Tools that help

• OBD-II scan tool with live data and bidirectional control

• Hand vacuum pump with gauge

• Boost pressure gauge

• Digital multimeter

• Inspection mirror and flashlight

• Basic hand tools for hose and actuator access

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 3

Reading P1227

P Powertrain: engine, transmission and emissions.

1 Manufacturer-specific code (Ford): its meaning depends on the make.

2 Fuel and air metering (injector circuits).

27 The exact fault within that area.

Often seen with

P1228 Cylinder 4 Injector Circuit Short To Ground  ·  P1228 Fuel Injector 4 Circuit Low Voltage  ·  P1228
Mechanical Guard Circuit High Input  ·  P1228 Injector Circuit Cylinder 3 Intermittent  ·  P1228 Wastegate Failed
Open Under Pressure  ·  P1228 Injector Circuit Cylinder 3 Intermittent  ·  P0234 Engine Overboost Condition  · 
P0235 Turbocharger Boost Sensor A Circuit Malfunction  ·  P0236 Turbocharger Boost Sensor A Circuit
Range/Performance  ·  P0299 Turbo/Supercharger Underboost

See it working

Watch the animated explainer Turbocharger Trainer: Boost, Wastegate and Intercooler on Auto Veteran to
see the parts involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations: https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/ford-p1227/

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/how-things-work/turbocharger-trainer-boost-wastegate-and-intercooler/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/ford-p1227/

