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CHRYSLER - POWERTRAIN

Speed Control Switch Always Low

P 1 5 9 7 P1597 on a Chrysler vehicle means the speed control switch circuit is

reporting a continuous low-voltage condition to the powertrain control
OERHI PIACNRESIIE TROUELE GORIE (PE), module (PCM). The PCM expects the switch to produce different voltage
levels for each button press, and it has detected the circuit stuck at or
near ground for longer than expected.

SYSTEM CODE TYPE SEVERITY FIX DIFFICULTY AREA

Powertrain Chrysler specific Low Intermediate Vehicle speed,
idle control and
auxiliary inputs

Symptoms you may notice

Cruise control does not engage or cancels immediately after being set

Horn may not work if the speed control switches share the same clock spring circuit

Steering wheel audio controls may become erratic or stop working

Often no symptoms besides the warning light, with cruise control appearing to function normally
Speed control buttons may feel unresponsive or require excessive pressure

Intermittent cruise control operation that worsens when turning the steering wheel

Common causes, most likely first

Faulty speed control switch assembly on the steering wheel with internal short to ground
Damaged or pinched wiring in the steering column or clock spring (spiral cable)
Corroded or loose connector at the speed control switch or PCM

Failed clock spring causing a short between the switch signal and ground

Water intrusion into the steering column or switch housing

PCM internal fault misreading the switch voltage

I How to diagnose and fix it

Scan all modules for related codes and record freeze-frame data to confirm the low-voltage condition
Inspect the speed control switch connector and wiring for corrosion, chafing, or pinched wires

Test the speed control switch resistance with a multimeter and compare to Chrysler specifications
Check the clock spring continuity and resistance while turning the steering wheel through its range
Verify the signal voltage at the PCM connector while pressing each speed control button

Replace the faulty speed control switch or clock spring as indicated by test results
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Clear codes and perform a road test to confirm cruise control operates correctly and the code does not return
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I Why the clock spring is often the real culprit

* A shorted clock spring frequently sets P1597 because the spiral cable carries the speed control signal and can
wear through from repeated steering wheel rotation.

«  Technicians sometimes replace the speed control switch only to find the code returns because the clock
spring was the actual source of the short to ground.

«  The speed control switch circuit often shares a ground path with the horn and audio controls, so a horn that
does not work can point to the same fault.

¢ P1597 can be set by a momentary short during steering column work, so check for recent repairs before
condemning parts.

e On some Chrysler models, a weak or failing battery can cause erratic switch voltages that mimic a low circuit,
so always verify battery condition first.

Can | keep driving with P1597?

The vehicle remains safe to drive because the fault only affects cruise control, but avoid using cruise control
until repaired since it may not engage or could cancel unexpectedly. Do not attempt to repair the clock spring
or steering wheel wiring without proper diagnostic testing, as incorrect repair can affect airbag operation.

Tools that help

OBD-II scan tool with manufacturer-specific software
Digital multimeter

Steering wheel puller

Trim removal tools

Wiring diagram for the specific Chrysler model

| Reading P1597

P Powertrain: engine, transmission and emissions.

1 Manufacturer-specific code (Chrysler): its meaning depends on the make.
5 Vehicle speed, idle control and auxiliary inputs.

o7 The exact fault within that area.

I Often seen with

P1596 Automatic Transmission Diagnosis Input Signal Circuit High | - P1596 Speed Control Switch Always High

- P1598 A/C Pressure Sensor Voltage Too High - P1599 Engine Stall Detected - P1596 Speed Control Switch
Always High - P1598 A/C Pressure Sensor Voltage Too High - P1599 A/C Pressure Sensor Voltage Too Low -
P0562 System Voltage Low - P0563 System Voltage High
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See it working

Watch the animated explainer
parts involved moving.

on Auto Veteran to see the
Full guide, related articles and animations:
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