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OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT

P1502 · Chrysler

autoveteran.tech · 21 Oct 2026

General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 1

CHRYSLER · POWERTRAIN

P1502
OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC)

P1502 · Chrysler

Theft Deterrent System No Password
Received
P1502 on a Chrysler vehicle means the engine controller did not receive
the expected password from the theft deterrent system, so it refuses to
allow the engine to start or run normally. The computer has detected a
communication failure between the Sentry Key Immobilizer Module
(SKIM) and the Powertrain Control Module (PCM) during the key
validation handshake.

SYSTEM

Powertrain

CODE TYPE

Chrysler specific

SEVERITY

Medium

FIX DIFFICULTY

Professional

AREA

Vehicle speed,
idle control and
auxiliary inputs

Symptoms you may notice

• Engine cranks but will not start, or starts and stalls immediately

• Security light or Sentry Key indicator flashing or staying on

• No communication with the SKIM module when scanned

• Intermittent no-start that may resolve after several attempts

• Often no symptoms besides the warning light if the fault is stored but not active

Common causes, most likely first

1 Failed or unprogrammed Sentry Key Immobilizer Module (SKIM)

2 Broken, corroded or shorted communication wire between SKIM and PCM

3 PCM not properly programmed or internal communication fault

4 Ignition key transponder not recognized due to wrong key or damaged chip

5 Poor ground connection at the SKIM or PCM

6 Blown fuse feeding the SKIM module

How to diagnose and fix it

1 Scan all modules for communication codes and verify the SKIM responds

2 Check the SKIM fuse and inspect the module connector for corrosion or loose pins

3 Test the communication bus wire between SKIM and PCM for continuity and shorts

4 Verify the ignition key is the correct programmed Sentry Key for the vehicle

5 Perform a key relearn procedure with a capable scan tool if the SKIM is functional

6 Replace and program the SKIM module if it fails to communicate or store keys

7 Check PCM programming and replace only after all wiring and SKIM tests pass

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/chrysler-p1502/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/chrysler-p1502/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/chrysler-p1502/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 2

Why the SKIM password handshake fails

• A weak or dead battery can cause a temporary P1502 because the SKIM loses its memory or the handshake
is interrupted during cranking.

• Aftermarket remote starters and alarm systems frequently tap into the SKIM data line and cause this code
even when the factory modules are healthy.

• A key that starts the car but has a damaged transponder coil can still set P1502 intermittently because the
SKIM reads the key only some of the time.

• Technicians sometimes replace the PCM when the real fault is a chafed wire in the steering column harness
near the ignition switch.

• P1502 can be stored as a history code after a dead battery or module replacement and may not indicate a
current no-start condition.

Can I keep driving with P1502?

If the engine starts and runs normally, the code may be a stored history fault and short trips to a shop are

acceptable. If the engine cranks but will not start, do not keep cranking repeatedly because you risk flooding

the engine and draining the battery; have the vehicle towed or diagnosed on site.

Tools that help

• OBD-II scan tool with Chrysler-specific module access

• Digital multimeter for continuity and voltage checks

• Wiring diagram for the SKIM-to-PCM communication circuit

• Test light or logic probe

• Key programmer or dealer-level scan tool for SKIM relearn

Reading P1502

P Powertrain: engine, transmission and emissions.

1 Manufacturer-specific code (Chrysler): its meaning depends on the make.

5 Vehicle speed, idle control and auxiliary inputs.

02 The exact fault within that area.

Often seen with

P1685 Metering Oil Pump Stepping Motor Cont Circuit  ·  P1685 Driver 5 Line 5  ·  P1262 Cylinder 2 High To Low
Side Short  ·  P1685 Skim Invalid Key  ·  P0513 Incorrect Immobilizer Key  ·  P0633 Immobilizer Key Not
Programmed - ECM/PCM  ·  U0141 Lost Communication With Body Control Module 'A'

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
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General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 3

See it working

Watch the animated explainer How an Automatic Transmission Works, Gear by Gear on Auto Veteran to see
the parts involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations: https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/chrysler-p1502/

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/how-things-work/how-an-automatic-transmission-works-gear-by-gear/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/chrysler-p1502/

