AUTO P1388 - Chrysler

OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT autoveteran.tech - 22 Oct 2026

CHRYSLER - POWERTRAIN

Auto Shutdown (ASD) Relay Control Circuit

P1388 Open Or Shorted

P1388 on Chrysler vehicles means the powertrain control module (PCM)
has detected an open or shorted condition in the control circuit for the
Auto Shutdown (ASD) relay, which supplies power to the ignition coll, fuel
injectors, and fuel pump. The PCM monitors the ASD relay control wire
and sets this code when the voltage on that circuit falls outside the
expected range during a self-test or normal operation.

OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC)

SYSTEM CODE TYPE SEVERITY FIX DIFFICULTY AREA
Powertrain Chrysler specific High Intermediate Ignition system
and misfire

Symptoms you may notice

Engine cranks but does not start because the ASD relay never energizes the fuel and ignition circuits
Engine stalls intermittently or shuts off while driving, especially over bumps or when hot

No fuel pump prime sound when the key is turned to the run position

No spark at the spark plugs during a crank test

Often no symptoms besides the warning light if the fault is intermittent and the relay still closes

Other codes for injector or ignition coil circuits may appear because those components lose power

Common causes, most likely first

Open or shorted wire in the ASD relay control circuit between the PCM and the relay coil

Failed ASD relay itself, with burned contacts or an open coil winding

Corroded or loose terminals at the ASD relay socket or the PCM connector

Blown fuse in the ASD relay feed circuit, often caused by a shorted oxygen sensor heater or injector
Faulty PCM driver for the ASD relay control circuit, though this is less common

Chafed harness rubbing against a bracket or passing through a tight grommet
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I How to diagnose and fix it

1 Check the ASD relay fuse and replace it if blown, then inspect the relay socket for corrosion

2 Swap the ASD relay with an identical known-good relay from the same fuse box and clear the code to see if it
returns

3 Use a wiring diagram to locate the ASD relay control wire and check for continuity and short-to-ground
between the PCM and the relay

4 Inspect the harness for chafing, especially near the engine block and under the fuse box, and repair any
damaged insulation

5 Check the PCM connector pins for tightness and corrosion, then perform a wiggle test on the harness while
watching live data

6  If the circuit and relay test good, test the PCM driver with a noid light or oscilloscope and replace the PCM only
if the driver is confirmed faulty

I What the ASD relay really controls
¢ The ASD relay does not just feed the fuel pump; it also powers the ignition coil and injectors, so a failed relay
can cause a no-start with no fuel pump prime and no spark at the same time.

* A shorted oxygen sensor heater or a shorted injector can blow the ASD fuse and set P1388, so always check
those circuits before replacing the relay or PCM.

< Intermittent P1388 codes often come from a relay that tests fine on the bench but drops out when hot, so a
heat gun test on the relay can reveal the fault.

e Chrysler PCMs rarely fail on the ASD driver, but a poor ground at the PCM case can mimic a failed driver and
cause repeated relay failures.

e The ASD relay control circuit is monitored only when the PCM commands the relay on, so a code can set
during a key-on self-test even if the engine starts normally afterward.

Can | keep driving with P1388?

Do not drive the vehicle with an active P1388 because the engine can stall without warning and leave you
stranded in traffic. If the code is intermittent and the engine runs normally, drive only to a safe repair location
and avoid heavy traffic or high-speed roads.

Tools that help

Digital multimeter with continuity and voltage scales

Test light or noid light for injector and ignition circuits
Factory wiring diagram for the specific Chrysler model
Relay puller or small pick for removing relays and terminals

OBD-II scan tool with live data capability
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| Reading P1388

P Powertrain: engine, transmission and emissions.

1 Manufacturer-specific code (Chrysler): its meaning depends on the make.
3 Ignition system and misfire.

88 The exact fault within that area.

I Often seen with

P1390 Timing Belt Skipped One Tooth Or More - P1390 Octane Adjust Shorting Bar Out Or Circuit Open -
P1389 No Auto Shutdown ASD Relay Output Voltage At PCM - P1390 Wheel Speed Sensor 1 G-Sensor Circuit
- P1389 Glow Plug Circuit High Side Low Input - P1390 Octane Adjust Out of Self-Test Range - P1389 No
Auto Shutdown (ASD) Relay Output Voltage At PCM - P1390 Timing Belt Skipped One Tooth Or More - P0201
Injector Circuit Malfunction - Cylinder 1 - P0230 Fuel Pump Primary Circuit Malfunction - P0351 Ignition Coil A
Primary/Secondary Circuit Malfunction

See it working

Watch the animated explainer on Auto Veteran to see the
parts involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations:
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