AUTO P1139 - Chrysler

OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT autoveteran.tech - 21 Oct 2026

CHRYSLER - POWERTRAIN

HO2S Insufficient Switching Bank 1 Sensor

P1139 2

P1139 on Chrysler vehicles means the downstream oxygen sensor
(HO2S) on bank 1 is not switching voltage fast enough for the powertrain
control module (PCM) to confirm proper catalytic converter efficiency. The
PCM monitors the sensor's activity after the converter and sets this code
when the signal remains too steady or switches too slowly over a
calibrated test period.

OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC)

SYSTEM CODE TYPE SEVERITY FIX DIFFICULTY AREA
Powertrain Chrysler specific Intermediate Fuel and air
metering

Symptoms you may notice

lllumination of the check engine light, often with no other symptoms
A slight decrease in fuel economy over time

Occasional rough idle or hesitation when the engine is cold

Failed emissions inspection due to the stored code

In rare cases, a sulfur or rotten-egg smell from the exhaust

Common causes, most likely first

Aged or contaminated downstream oxygen sensor (bank 1 sensor 2)
Exhaust leaks between the catalytic converter and the downstream sensor
A failing catalytic converter that no longer stores oxygen properly

Wiring damage or corrosion at the downstream sensor connector

A stuck-open or leaking fuel injector affecting exhaust oxygen content

An intake manifold vacuum leak that skews the air-fuel mixture

A faulty powertrain control module (PCM) driver circuit, though this is uncommon
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I How to diagnose and fix it

1  Scan all modules and record freeze-frame data to confirm the code and check for related oxygen sensor or
catalyst codes

Inspect the downstream oxygen sensor wiring and connector for chafing, corrosion, or loose pins
Perform a visual and smoke test of the exhaust system from the converter back to the sensor
Graph the downstream oxygen sensor voltage on a scan tool to verify slow or lazy switching
Check fuel trims and injector balance to rule out rich or lean conditions that mimic a bad sensor

Replace the downstream oxygen sensor if it is slow or unresponsive and the wiring and exhaust are intact
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Clear the code and complete a drive cycle to verify the repair and confirm the monitor runs

I What the downstream sensor is really telling you

«  Alazy downstream oxygen sensor often passes a simple resistance check but still fails the PCM's switching
test, so graphing live voltage is more reliable than a multimeter alone.

¢ Exhaust leaks upstream of the downstream sensor pull in outside air and can make a healthy sensor look
slow, leading to unnecessary sensor replacement.

e A catalytic converter that is just beginning to degrade can set P1139 before any P0420 catalyst efficiency code
appears, so the converter should be evaluated if the sensor is new.

*  Fuel system problems such as a leaking injector or high fuel pressure change exhaust oxygen content and
can trigger this code even when the sensor and converter are fine.

« On some Chrysler models, a weak battery or poor ground can cause erratic sensor voltage readings that
mimic a failing downstream oxygen sensor.

Can | keep driving with P1139?

The vehicle remains safe to drive in most cases because this code mainly affects emissions and fuel economy,
but avoid ignoring it for long periods. Prolonged driving with a slow downstream sensor can mask a failing
catalytic converter and lead to more expensive repairs, so schedule diagnosis soon.

Tools that help

OBD-II scan tool with live data graphing capability
Digital multimeter

Smoke machine for exhaust leak testing

Oxygen sensor socket

Hand tools for connector and wiring inspection
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| Reading P1139

P Powertrain: engine, transmission and emissions.

1 Manufacturer-specific code (Chrysler): its meaning depends on the make.
1 Fuel and air metering.

39 The exact fault within that area.

I Often seen with

P0136 O2 Sensor Circuit Malfunction (Bank 1 Sensor 2) - P0137 O2 Sensor Circuit Low Voltage (Bank 1 Sensor
2) - P0138 02 Sensor Circuit High Voltage (Bank 1 Sensor 2) - P0171 System Too Lean (Bank 1) - P0420
Catalyst System Efficiency Below Threshold (Bank 1)

See it working

Watch the animated explainer on Auto Veteran to see the

parts involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations:
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