AUTO C0850

OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT autoveteran.tech - 21 Oct 2026

GENERIC - CHASSIS

Active Damping Control Front Left

C0850 indicates that the active damping control module has detected a
fault in the front left damper actuator circuit, which typically involves an

C0850

OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) open, short, or excessive current draw. The module monitors the
actuator's electrical response and sets this code when the signal does not
match expected values for the commanded damping force.

SYSTEM CODE TYPE SEVERITY FIX DIFFICULTY AREA
Chassis Generic (all Intermediate Brakes, steering
makes) and suspension

Symptoms you may notice

Often no symptoms besides the warning light, especially if the fault is intermittent

A noticeably stiffer or softer ride on the front left corner compared to the other side
Uneven handling or reduced stability during cornering or braking

The active damping system may default to a fixed firm setting, making the ride harsh

A chassis control or suspension warning message displayed in the instrument cluster

Common causes, most likely first

Damaged or corroded wiring harness at the front left damper actuator connector

Failed front left damper actuator (solenoid or stepper motor) due to internal wear or contamination
Open or short circuit in the actuator coil or internal wiring

Faulty active damping control module, though less common than wiring or actuator issues

Water intrusion into the connector or module causing corrosion and signal disruption

Aftermarket or incorrect replacement damper installed without proper calibration
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How to diagnose and fix it

Inspect the front left damper actuator connector and wiring for corrosion, chafing, or loose pins, and repair as
needed

Measure the resistance of the front left actuator and compare it to the manufacturer's specification to check for
an open or shorted coil

Check for battery voltage and ground at the actuator connector with the key on to verify power and ground
integrity

Clear the code and test-drive the vehicle to see if it returns; if it does, proceed with further diagnostics
Substitute a known-good actuator from another corner (if accessible) to see if the code moves or disappears

If wiring and actuator test good, check for continuity between the actuator and the control module, and inspect
the module for signs of damage

Replace the faulty component (actuator or module) only after confirming the fault, then clear codes and verify
proper operation

Before you replace the active damping module
A common misdiagnosis is replacing the active damping control module when the real problem is a chafed
wire near the front left wheel well that only shorts when turning.

The code can be set by a weak battery or charging system issue that causes low voltage to the actuator, so
always check battery health and grounds first.

After replacing a damper actuator, some vehicles require a calibration or adaptation procedure with a scan
tool, otherwise the code may persist.

Intermittent CO850 codes often stem from a connector that is not fully seated or has a broken retaining clip,
allowing vibration to interrupt the signal.

This code does not always mean the actuator is dead; a shorted or open circuit in the wiring can produce the
same symptom, so circuit testing is essential.

Can | keep driving with C0850?

You can usually continue driving with C0850, but the vehicle may handle unpredictably in emergency
maneuvers or on uneven roads, so avoid aggressive driving and have it diagnosed soon. If the ride becomes
excessively harsh or the vehicle feels unstable, reduce speed and seek service immediately.

Tools that help

OBD-II scan tool with active damping/body control capabilities
Digital multimeter

Wiring diagram for the specific vehicle

Socket set and trim removal tools
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Jack and jack stands or a lift
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| Reading cosso

C Chassis: brakes, steering and suspension.

0 Generic (SAE) code: it means the same thing on every OBD-Il vehicle.
8 Brakes, steering and suspension.

50 The exact fault within that area.

I Often seen with

C0851 Active Damping Control Front Right - C0852 Active Damping Control Rear Left - C0853 Active Damping
Control Rear Right

See it working

Watch the animated explainer on Auto Veteran to see
the parts involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations:
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