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GENERIC - CHASSIS

AWD/AWD Clutch A Stuck Engaged

‘ O 5 D E CO5DE indicates that the four-wheel-drive (4WD) or all-wheel-drive

(AWD) control module has detected a fault where clutch pack 'A' is stuck
OIEIDX] RIACENOSTIC TROUELE CoI= (e in the engaged position, meaning the driveline is locked or partially locked
when it should be free. The computer typically determines this by
comparing wheel speeds and clutch command signals, finding that the
clutch remains applied even when disengagement is requested.

SYSTEM CODE TYPE SEVERITY FIX DIFFICULTY AREA
Chassis Generic (all Professional Brakes, steering
makes) and suspension

Symptoms you may notice

The 4WD or AWD warning light illuminates on the dashboard.

Often no symptoms besides the warning light, especially during straight-line driving.

Driveline binding or shuddering during low-speed turns, as if the vehicle is in 4WD on dry pavement.
Tire scrubbing or hopping from the rear wheels when turning sharply.

Reduced fuel economy due to increased driveline drag.

The vehicle may feel like it is stuck in four-wheel drive, with heavy steering and poor maneuverability.

Common causes, most likely first

A failed clutch actuator solenoid or motor that is stuck in the applied position.

A mechanically seized clutch pack due to worn or overheated friction plates.

A faulty 4WD/AWD control module that is commanding the clutch to stay engaged.
Damaged or shorted wiring in the clutch control circuit, holding the actuator powered.
Contaminated or degraded clutch fluid causing the clutch to stick.

A binding or broken return spring in the clutch assembly.

A failed wheel speed sensor or steering angle sensor providing incorrect data that keeps the clutch engaged.

I How to diagnose and fix it

1 Scan all modules for related codes and check freeze-frame data to see when the fault was set.

2 Inspect the wiring and connectors at the clutch actuator and control module for damage or corrosion.

3 Test the clutch actuator solenoid or motor for proper resistance and operation with a bidirectional scan tool.

4 Check the clutch fluid level and condition, and look for signs of contamination or leaks.

5 Perform a relearn or calibration procedure for the 4WD/AWD system if the actuator is functional.

6  If the clutch pack is mechanically stuck, replace the clutch assembly as a unit. s A%@
7 Replace the 4WD/AWD control module only after confirming all other components are functioning cortzecﬁ)v §
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I Clutch A Stuck Engaged: Hidden Causes

«  Astuck clutch can sometimes be caused by a simple electrical short in the actuator circuit, so always check for
voltage at the actuator when the key is on and the vehicle is in two-wheel drive.

e The code may set intermittently if the clutch sticks only when cold, so a road test that replicates the conditions
from the freeze-frame data is essential.

* A binding U-joint or differential can mimic a stuck clutch by causing driveline wind-up, so inspect the entire
driveline before condemning the clutch.

*  Some vehicles require a scan tool to command the clutch to disengage for testing; without it, you may
misdiagnose a normal clutch as stuck.

e After replacing the clutch or actuator, a calibration or relearn procedure is often required to prevent the code
from returning.

Can | keep driving with CO5DE?

Driving with this code is generally not recommended because a stuck clutch can cause driveline binding,
increased tire wear, and potential damage to the transfer case or differential. If you must drive, avoid tight turns
and high-speed operation, and have the vehicle inspected promptly.

Tools that help

OBD-II scan tool with bidirectional control and 4WD/AWD system support
Digital multimeter

Jack and jack stands

Service information for the specific vehicle

Fluid inspection kit

I Reading CO5DE

C Chassis: brakes, steering and suspension.
0 Generic (SAE) code: it means the same thing on every OBD-Il vehicle.
5 Brakes, steering and suspension.

DE The exact fault within that area.

I Often seen with

CO5DF 4WD/AWD Clutch A Engagement Fault - CO5E0 4WD/AWD Clutch A Position Sensor Circuit - CO5E1
4AWD/AWD Clutch A Position Sensor Circuit Range/Performance - CO5E2 4WD/AWD Clutch A Position Sensor
Circuit Low - CO5E3 4WD/AWD Clutch A Position Sensor Circuit High
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See it working

Watch the animated explainer
parts involved moving.

on Auto Veteran to see the
Full guide, related articles and animations:
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