AUTO C0556

OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT autoveteran.tech - 22 Oct 2026

GENERIC - CHASSIS

Brake Booster Pressure Sensor

C0556 Performance

CO0556 indicates that the anti-lock brake system (ABS) module has
detected a performance problem with the brake booster pressure sensor,
which monitors the vacuum or hydraulic pressure assist provided to the
brake pedal. The computer compares the sensor signal against expected
values under specific operating conditions and sets this code when the
signal is out of range, erratic, or not responding as expected.

OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC)

SYSTEM CODE TYPE SEVERITY FIX DIFFICULTY AREA
Chassis Generic (all Intermediate Brakes, steering
makes) and suspension

Symptoms you may notice

lllumination of the ABS warning light and possibly the traction control and stability control lights
A hard or stiff brake pedal that requires extra effort to stop the vehicle

Reduced brake assist, making the pedal feel less responsive than usual

Often no symptoms besides the warning light, especially if the sensor fault is intermittent

In some cases, the ABS system may disable itself, but normal braking usually remains functional

Common causes, most likely first

Faulty brake booster pressure sensor

Damaged, corroded, or loose wiring or connector at the sensor

Vacuum leak in the brake booster hose or booster itself, affecting pressure readings
Failed brake booster (internal leak or diaphragm damage)

Contaminated or degraded brake fluid affecting hydraulic pressure sensor readings
Faulty ABS control module (less common)

Engine vacuum supply issues (e.g., vacuum pump failure on engines that use one)
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How to diagnose and fix it

Perform a visual inspection of the brake booster pressure sensor, its connector, and wiring for damage or
corrosion

Check for technical service bulletins (TSBs) and scan all modules for related codes to understand the full
context

Use a scan tool to view live data from the brake booster pressure sensor and compare it to expected values
under different pedal positions

Test the sensor with a multimeter according to the manufacturer's specifications (e.g., voltage or resistance
changes with pressure)

Inspect the brake booster vacuum hose and booster for leaks using a vacuum gauge or smoke machine
If the sensor tests bad, replace it and clear the codes; if wiring is faulty, repair the harness

After repairs, clear codes and perform a road test to verify the fix and ensure the code does not return

Don't overlook vacuum leaks or wiring

A vacuum leak at the brake booster or its hose can mimic a faulty sensor, causing the code to set even when
the sensor is good.

Corroded or chafed wiring at the sensor connector is a common cause that is often missed during a quick
visual inspection.

The brake booster pressure sensor is sometimes integrated into the ABS module or booster assembly, making
replacement more involved on certain vehicles.

This code can be set by a low brake fluid level or air in the hydraulic system, so always check the basics
before replacing parts.

Intermittent sensor failures may not set the code during a short test drive; extended live data monitoring is
often needed to catch the glitch.

Can | keep driving with C05567?

If the brake pedal feels normal, you can drive cautiously to a repair shop, but avoid heavy braking or towing. If
the pedal is hard or braking performance is noticeably reduced, stop driving and have the vehicle towed to
prevent an accident.

Tools that help

OBD-II scan tool with live data capability
Digital multimeter

Vacuum gauge

Hand tools (sockets, wrenches, screwdrivers)
Brake fluid tester
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Smoke machine (optional for vacuum leak detection)
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| Reading cosse

C Chassis: brakes, steering and suspension.

0 Generic (SAE) code: it means the same thing on every OBD-Il vehicle.
5 Brakes, steering and suspension.

56 The exact fault within that area.

I Often seen with

C0550 Encoder Position Switch Circuit - C0551 Longitudinal Acceleration Sensor Circuit/Open - C0552
Longitudinal Acceleration Sensor Range/Performance - C0553 Longitudinal Acceleration Sensor Circuit Low -
C0554 Longitudinal Acceleration Sensor Circuit High

See it working

Watch the animated explainer on Auto Veteran to
see the parts involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations:
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