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C0317

autoveteran.tech · 21 Oct 2026

General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 1

GENERIC · CHASSIS

C0317
OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC)

C0317

Compressor Relay Circuit
C0317 indicates that the antilock brake system (ABS) control module has
detected an electrical fault in the circuit that powers the compressor relay,
which is used to drive the air suspension compressor on vehicles so
equipped. The module monitors the relay control circuit for open circuits,
short circuits, or abnormal voltage levels and sets this code when the
expected current or voltage is not present.

SYSTEM

Chassis

CODE TYPE

Generic (all
makes)

SEVERITY

Medium

FIX DIFFICULTY

Intermediate

AREA

Brakes, steering
and suspension

Symptoms you may notice

• ABS warning light illuminated on the dashboard

• Air suspension compressor may not run, causing the vehicle to sit low or level unevenly

• Ride height may be stuck at one level or the suspension may not adjust

• Often no symptoms besides the warning light, especially if the compressor is not needed immediately

• In some cases, other suspension-related warning messages may appear

Common causes, most likely first

1 Failed compressor relay

2 Open or shorted wiring in the compressor relay control circuit

3 Corroded or loose electrical connectors at the relay or ABS module

4 Faulty ABS control module (internal driver failure)

5 Blown fuse or poor ground connection for the relay circuit

6 Damaged compressor motor causing excessive current draw that stresses the relay circuit

How to diagnose and fix it

1 Verify the code with a scan tool and check for any related ABS or suspension codes

2 Inspect the compressor relay and its socket for corrosion, loose pins, or signs of overheating

3 Test the relay by swapping it with a known-good identical relay and clearing the code

4 Check the fuse and ground connections for the compressor relay circuit

5 Perform a voltage drop test on the relay control circuit to identify high resistance or open circuits

6 If the circuit tests good, test the compressor motor for excessive current draw or short

7 If all external components test good, diagnose the ABS module driver circuit or replace the module as needed

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/c0317/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/c0317/
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OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC) REPORT

C0317

autoveteran.tech · 21 Oct 2026

General guidance for diagnosis. Confirm the fault on your vehicle before replacing parts. Page 2

Relay circuit faults often misdiagnosed

• A failed compressor relay is the most common cause, but technicians often replace the ABS module first
without testing the relay and wiring.

• The code can be set by a weak battery or charging system issue that causes low voltage during relay
activation, so always check battery health.

• Corrosion inside the relay socket is a frequent hidden cause, especially on vehicles driven in wet or salty
conditions.

• The compressor relay may be shared with other systems, so a fault can cause unrelated symptoms like
intermittent suspension operation.

• After repairs, the code may require several drive cycles to clear, and some vehicles need a relearn procedure
for the suspension system.

Can I keep driving with C0317?

You can usually drive the vehicle with this code, but the air suspension may not function correctly, leading to

poor ride quality or reduced ground clearance. Avoid heavy loads or rough roads until repaired, and address

the issue promptly to prevent compressor damage.

Tools that help

• OBD-II scan tool with ABS capability

• Digital multimeter

• Test light

• Relay puller or small screwdriver

• Wiring diagram for the specific vehicle

Reading C0317

C Chassis: brakes, steering and suspension.

0 Generic (SAE) code: it means the same thing on every OBD-II vehicle.

3 Brakes, steering and suspension.

17 The exact fault within that area.

See it working

Watch the animated explainer Car Relay Test Bench: Test 4-Pin and 5-Pin Relays on Auto Veteran to see the
parts involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations: https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/c0317/

https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/how-things-work/car-relay-test-bench-test-4-pin-and-5-pin-relays/
https://www.autoveteran.tech/dtc-codes/c0317/

