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GENERIC - CHASSIS

Vehicle Dynamics Indicator

‘ O O 8 6 C0086 is a generic chassis code indicating that the vehicle dynamics

indicator circuit has a fault, meaning the stability control computer has
OIEIDX] RIACENOSTIC TROUELE CoI= (e detected an abnormal signal or circuit condition for the dashboard
warning lamp that represents the vehicle dynamics system. The computer
monitors the indicator circuit for open, short, or out-of-range voltage and
sets this code when the lamp does not respond as expected.

SYSTEM CODE TYPE SEVERITY FIX DIFFICULTY AREA
Chassis Generic (all Low Intermediate Brakes, steering
makes) and suspension

Symptoms you may notice

The vehicle dynamics or stability control warning light stays illuminated on the dashboard

The stability control system may be disabled, reducing traction control intervention

In some vehicles, the anti-lock brake system (ABS) warning light may also illuminate

The dashboard indicator may fail to light during the bulb check when the ignition is first turned on
Often no symptoms besides the warning light, with normal braking and driving behavior

Intermittent flickering of the stability control indicator under certain driving conditions

Common causes, most likely first

Faulty vehicle dynamics indicator bulb or light-emitting diode (LED) in the instrument cluster
Damaged or corroded wiring between the stability control module and the instrument cluster
Poor electrical connection at the stability control module or cluster connector

Failed stability control module (also called electronic stability control module) internal driver for the indicator
circuit

Blown fuse or poor ground connection serving the instrument cluster or stability control module

Water intrusion or corrosion in a connector along the indicator circuit
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How to diagnose and fix it

Verify the code with a scan tool and check for any related body or chassis codes that may point to a shared
circuit

Inspect the instrument cluster for a failed indicator bulb or LED, replacing it if necessary
Check the fuse and ground connections for the instrument cluster and stability control module

Perform a visual inspection of the wiring harness and connectors between the stability control module and the
cluster, looking for chafing, corrosion, or loose pins

Use a digital multimeter to check for continuity and voltage on the indicator circuit while operating the ignition
and observing the lamp command

If the circuit tests good, substitute a known-good stability control module or instrument cluster to isolate the
faulty component

Clear the code and perform a road test to confirm the repair and ensure the indicator operates correctly

What a stability light code really means
C0086 is often set by a simple bulb failure or a loose connector, not by a failed stability control module, so
always check the lamp and wiring first.

The code can be stored even when the stability control system itself is functioning perfectly, because it only
monitors the indicator circuit.

A weak battery or charging system fault can cause intermittent indicator circuit codes by dropping voltage
below the module's expected threshold.

Some vehicles require a relearn or initialization procedure after replacing the instrument cluster or stability
control module, or the code will return.

Do not confuse this code with wheel speed sensor or steering angle sensor codes, which set different faults
and require different diagnostics.

Can | keep driving with C00867?

The vehicle remains safe to drive under normal conditions because the stability control system may be
disabled but base braking is unaffected. Avoid aggressive driving or slippery conditions where stability control
would normally intervene, and have the fault diagnosed soon to restore full system function.

Tools that help

OBD-II scan tool with chassis code capability
Digital multimeter

Test light

Trim removal tools

Service manual or wiring diagram for the specific vehicle
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| Reading cooss

C Chassis: brakes, steering and suspension.

0 Generic (SAE) code: it means the same thing on every OBD-Il vehicle.
0 Brakes, steering and suspension.

86 The exact fault within that area.

I Often seen with

C0081 Wheel Speed Mismatch (Rear Axle) - C0082 Brake System Malfunction Indicator - C0083 Tire Pressure
Monitor Malfunction Indicator - C0084 Traction Active Indicator - C0085 Traction Disable Indicator

See it working

Watch the animated explainer on Auto Veteran to see the parts
involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations:
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