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GENERIC - BODY

Side Impact Sensor Left Front

80093 Communication Lost

B0093 means the restraint control module has lost communication with
the left front side impact sensor, so it cannot receive crash data from that
sensor. The module sets the code when the sensor's signal is missing,
intermittent, or outside the expected range during its self-test.

OBD-II DIAGNOSTIC TROUBLE CODE (DTC)

SYSTEM CODE TYPE SEVERITY FIX DIFFICULTY AREA
Body Generic (all High Professional Airbags, seats,
makes) doors, lights and

comfort systems

Symptoms you may notice

The airbag or supplemental restraint system (SRS) warning light stays on after the bulb check.
A message such as 'Service Airbag' or 'Restraint System Fault' appears in the driver information center.
The SRS system may be disabled, so airbags and seat belt pretensioners will not deploy in a crash.

Often no symptoms besides the warning light, because the fault is in a sensor circuit that does not affect
normal driving.

In some vehicles, remote start or other features tied to the restraint system may be inhibited.

Common causes, most likely first

A damaged or disconnected left front side impact sensor connector, often from collision repair or interior work.

A chafed, pinched, or broken wire in the left front sensor circuit, commonly at the door hinge area or under the
seat.

Corrosion or water intrusion at the sensor connector or in the harness, especially on vehicles with sunroof
drains or door seal leaks.

A failed left front side impact sensor itself, either internally open or shorted.

A faulty restraint control module (RCM) that cannot communicate on the sensor bus, though this is less
common.

Low battery voltage or a charging system problem that causes the RCM to drop sensor communication during
cranking.

Aftermarket accessories or previous repairs that disturbed the SRS harness or mounting points.
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How to diagnose and fix it

Verify battery voltage and charge the battery if needed, then clear the code and recheck to see if it returns
immediately.

Inspect the left front side impact sensor connector for looseness, corrosion, or pushed-out terminals, and
reseat it firmly.

Trace the sensor harness from the sensor to the RCM, looking for chafing, pinches, or breaks at the door
hinge and under the seat.

Measure resistance and continuity on the sensor circuit with a digital multimeter (DMM) and compare to the
manufacturer's specification.

Substitute a known-good sensor of the same part number or use a signal simulator to confirm whether the
fault follows the sensor or the wiring.

If the circuit and sensor test good, check for communication faults on the sensor bus and inspect the RCM
connectors and grounds.

After repair, clear codes, perform the required SRS calibration or learn procedure, and verify the warning light
stays off through several drive cycles.

What the side sensor code really tells you
A side impact sensor is a satellite on a dedicated serial data bus, so a communication loss often points to
wiring or a connector rather than the sensor itself.

The sensor is usually mounted inside the B-pillar or under the front seat, and interior work such as seat
removal or trim replacement frequently disturbs its connector.

Water leaks from a clogged sunroof drain or a failed door seal can corrode the connector and set this code
long before the sensor fails electrically.

A weak battery or poor ground can cause the RCM to log this code intermittently, so always check charging
system health before condemning parts.

This code does not always mean the sensor is dead; a loose connector or a chafed wire at the door hinge is a
far more common cause.

Can | keep driving with BO093?
The vehicle is not safe to drive because the side airbag and seat belt pretensioner on that side may not deploy

in a crash. Have the fault repaired before driving, and avoid any situation that could trigger a side impact until
the SRS light is off.
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Tools that help

OBD-II scan tool with SRS capability

Digital multimeter (DMM)

Wire terminal pick and connector release tools
Manufacturer service information for SRS circuit testing

Battery charger and load tester

| Reading Boo093

B Body: airbags, seats, doors, lights and comfort systems.

0 Generic (SAE) code: it means the same thing on every OBD-II vehicle.
0 Airbags, seats, doors, lights and comfort systems.

93 The exact fault within that area.

I Often seen with

B0090 Driver Side Pretensioner Stage 2 Deployment Control - B0092 Side Impact Sensor Left Front Malfunction
- B0094 Side Impact Sensor Right Front Malfunction - B0095 Occupant Classification System Performance -
U0151 Lost Communication With Restraints Control Module

See it working

Watch the animated explainer on Auto Veteran to

see the parts involved moving.

Full guide, related articles and animations:
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